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the audacity to get on my feet. I am sorry
that one or two hon. members were not
present when I made those remarks. I hope
they will forgive me if they think I was

In any way impertinent on that occasion,
bun having listened to the remarks of som~e
hon. members, who have been here the
longest-

Hon. 5.- W. Hlickey; -You still think you
have r chance.

Hon.-T. MOORE. I have come to the eon-
elusion that I have little to learn from them.
If after years of experience in this Chamber
-1 do not know that I shall have them-I re-
mamn satisfied to allow things to drift on in
the Sta~te in the way they are drifting, I
shall be disappointed with the time that I
have spepnt in, this Hlouse.

On motion by Ron. I. Cunningham debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.28 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.W
pm. and rend prayers.

-QUJESTION-TECHNICALJ SCHOOL
INSTRUCTORS.-

Hon. P. COLLIER (for M r. O'Loghlen)
asked the Colonial Secretary: 1, Is he aiwerc
that the part-tiue instructors at the Tech-
nical School were not parties to the recent
strike and 'have not Obared in any of the
concessions secured? 2, Is be aware that
these instructors were locked out on the
first day of the- strike! 3, Is he also aware
that these. instructors were given a holiday
without pay do - ing the Prince's visit? 4,
4s other services received payment, why
did the Department discriminate? 5, Is he
aware that a number of the students have
paid fees for special instruction and are

desirous of making up the time lost? 6, As
some of these iusthuctors are disabled,
owing to war services, will he agree to pay
these instructors for the period they were,
locked outt

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The Government have no knowledge of the
attitude of part-time instruictors at the
Technical School during the recent strike.
No increases have been proposed for, or
granted toI such instructors. 2, No. Owing
to the absence of students, the classes con-
ducted by these instructors could not be
held during the period of the strike. Ad-
vertisemnents were inserted in the Press, in-
forming instructors that their services
would not be required until further notice.
Payment will be made to such instructors.
as were listed for duty on July 12. 3, The
Technical School was closed during the-
week of the Prince's visit, but arrange-
ments have been made for the lessons which
were missed to be given later in the year.
4, Answered by No. 3.. 5, Students have.
paid fees for self-supporting classes. These
students will receive the full number of
lessons for which they have paid. Addi-
tional classes will be held later on in the,
year. 6, Part:tine, instructors are paid at
a higher rate of remuneration than fulil-
time teachers, as their services are required
only for certain periods. Paymtents are;
wnade -according, to. their periods of service..
See answer to No. 2.

QUESTIONS (4) -RAILWAY
EXTENSIONS.- -

Nyahing, provision of funders.

Mr. PIESSE (for Mr. Thomson) asked the-
Premier: 'When is it the intention of the-
Government to provide funds for the exten-
sion of the Nyabing Railway, as nuthorised
by Parliament in 19174?

The PREMIER replied:i This proposal will
be considered when the railway construction
policy of the Government is being -deter-

mined. The Railway Advisory Board 's in-
vestigations are not yet completed.

Nyabing, Raile and Fastenings.

Mr. PIESSE (for Air. Thomson) asked
the Minister I or.Works: When wml rails itud
fastenings be available for the extension of
the Nynbing Railwayt

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The supply of rails owing to the existing'

conditions and prices is a difficult one to ar-
range. The Engineer-in-Chief has just re-
turned from the East where he has made in-
quiries, and his report is now in course of
preparation.

Corrigin-Eastward.

Mr. £ICKMOTT asked the Premier: 1, Is
it his intention to honour the promise he
made to the people at Corrigin, to send the,
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Adv'isory Board out to inspect the proposed
railway eastward from Corrigin? 2, If so,
when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, As soon
as possible.

Ajanza-Geretdiwe, Funza-Mlullcwa.
Mr. MALEY asked the Premrier: 1,' Has

any instruction been given the Railway Ad-
visory Board, to examine and report upon
the' propo~sed railway extension from Ajaua
to Geraldine and from Yuna to Mullewa? 2r
If not, when will such instruction be given?

The PREMIER replied: I , No. 2, The
necessary instruction wil] be given if on
further investigation the classification of the
land justifies this course.

QUESTION-GOLD STEALING, CASE
OF 'WHITMAN.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (for Mr.' Jones) asked
the Attorney General: I., Was ar man named
Joseph Whitmakt eonvi ted at Kalgoorlie -of
gold-stealing last year? 2i Was he sentenced
to six months' imprisonment, and did he ap-
peal against the verdict? 3, Was the de-
cision on appial confirmed? 4, Did he serve
all or any portion of the sentence? 5, If not,
what were the circumstances under -which he
avoided doing so?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
2, 3, Yes. 4, No. 5, He absconded.

QUESTION-BASE METAL -REFINERY
WORKS.

Mr. WiILIJOOCK asked the Minister for
Mines: .1, Have any arrangements- been made
-with the Federal Government regarding the
establishment of base metal refinery works
in Western Australia? 2, Are negotiations
proceeding with that object in view? 3, IfI
so, when is it expected that some finality will
Lbe -reached?

The PREMIER (for the 'Minister for
Mines) replied: 1, The matter has been dis-
cussed, but no final arrangements have been
completed with the Federal Government. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3-1 I am at present in
qomaunication with the producers with a
view to holding a 'conference. for discussion
of the subject.

QUESTION-FOREST PRODUCTS
LABORATORY.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Industries: 1, Can he tell the Honse whether
the ;Forest Products Laboratory is likely to
be established withiin the near future? 2,
Are the Commonwealth Government adher-
iag to the contract made between -them and
the Western Australian Governmeat.9

The PREMIER (for the Miuister for In-
dustries) replied: 1, The establishment of
.the Forest Products Laboratory in the near

future is practically assured. 2, The Bill in
which provision is made for the establish-
ment of a Forest Products Laboratory has
been passed in satisfactory form by the Fed-'
-eral Parliament. Until the passing of this
Bill it was impossible for the Federal Gov-
ernuient to do niore than they have already
accomplished. The contract between. - the
State and the Federal Government'is being
adhered to.

QUESTION-4T. IVES, CRUSHING
FACILITIE S.-

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister fof-
Mines: Have a-ny steps of a practical nature
yet been taken to provide crashing facilities
at St. Ives?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Mines) replied: See my reply to- the same
question on the 5th instant.-

MESSAGE-ASS-ENT TO SUPPLY BIELL.
Message from the Governor received, and

read assenting to Supply Bill (No. 1)
g1,059,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [4.40): I shall

not apologise for taking up some little time'
-of the House on tb6 Address-in-reply. Like
the iiember for East Perth (Mr. Hardwick)
I regard this- as an opportunity given to
private members to 'speak on various topics
of interest to the State, and believe that it
represents the bright spot in oar Constitution.
After having- listened patiently to the views
expressed by other members, I have come to-
the conclusion that although the financial
position of the State -is said to be deplor-
able, it is not as bad as it is painted. If
we are to accept the opinion of other lion.
members who have stressed this point, the
country is indeed actually on the verge of
bankruptcy. While thinking there is need
for economy to be exercised, I am of opinion
t hat oar position here is not worse by com-
parison than that of any other country in the
world. We have made provision, which
many other countries have not done in re-
gard to their creditors, by putting aside a
sinking fund for the redemption 6f our
loans. This stands greatly to our credit to-
day. There is no doubt that there is "need
fo!7 economy ad, when we assembled in
another place- at the commands!f His Excel-
lency the Governor, I was pleased to notice
that Mis Excellency went so, fart-,as to draw
attention to that point. -We have been used.
to speaking in millions so freqiiently that it
came as a distinct relief to hear His Excel-
lency go into the question of pennies. While-
one cannot, perhaps, be optimistic OnL the
score of penpies, I do not think we are
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going to place the State in a. better position
by spending sleepless nights over somne of
our troubles, as some hon. members appar-
.ently do. That will certainly not improve
our osition. I congratnlnte the Govern-
ment on the modesty of their legislative pro-
gramme for tbe session, In these times it.
is refreshbing to note that a Go'iernment on
the eve of a general election, when offered -
a couple of milliou pounds to spend, has
had the courage to refuse the offer. I can
imagine our friends on the opposite sido,' in
view of impending events, seizing such an'
opportunity with avidity.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: You -would like to know
a little more about the tw millions, ahd so
would L. What arc the- terms?

Mr. MALEY: The ternms would not have
mattered to the hon. member if he had had
an opportunity of getting hbld of the money
at any- price whatever.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is all very well.
Mr. MA-LET: We have to remember that

most of our revenue is supposed to be de-
rived from the railways of the State. Bear-
ing in mind that this is a very. youug
State, in its initial stages of development,
and that the railways are needed to open. up
the country-, it seems to me to be ridiculous
to say that our railways should be run as a
commercial proposition. Uf they are to be
made a commercial proposition, as was at-
tempted after the dlose of the last session of
Pa-rliament; the State has a right to ask that
the railways be run on proper commercial
lines. I have here some figures showing a
comparison between the one privately owned
line in the State and our ow-n railways, I
am sorry the Minister for Railways is -not
here to listen to it. When we reflect that
it cost us £437,000 to gain an additional
revenue of £396,000 from our own service
f or the year just ended we wonder how long
that sort of thing is going to last. The
Midland Railway Co., on tho other hand,
gained additional revenue of £17,000 at a
cost of £93,800. We have'-to bear in mind
that every time the fares and freights of our
own railways- are increased, we pennlie
every settler along the Midland Railway. If
we are to run our railways on a commercial
basis, we should cut out all useless expendi-
ture under ''departmental administration."
The figures of the Midland Railway Comn-
pany for the past four years are very illu-
muinatiag, For the year ended 30th June,
1916, the gross traffic receipts were £88,020,
working expenses £68,963, net receipts
£29,027. For the year ended the 30th June,
1917, the gross traffic receipts were £89,206,
working expenses £59,674, net receipts
29,532. Por the year ended th~e 30th June,

191Sf1 the gross traffic; receipts were £92,884,
working ex enses £63,566, net receipts
£29,278. P~or the year ended the 30th June,
1919t the gross traffic receipts were £109,700,
,Wor-king exp enses £ 67,376, net receipts E42,-
324. These figures show a consistent ad-
vance in net receipts over that period of
£13,300. That is the position which has

been arrived~ at by businesslike management
of a railway. If our own railways arc to
be put on a commercial basis-I hope they,
never will be, for the railway system is en-
gaged in opening up the country, and its,
partial loss must be a charge against Con-
solidated 'Revenue--it is only right that
commnercial principles should be applied in
every branch bf the department. I do not
think we can improve the position by any
academic resolutions as to how to make the
railway system pay. The .lender of the Op-

.p6sit-ion advocates&a tax on land values for
the purpose of relieving the railways.

Hon. P. Collier: A fortnight ago you
were pledged to it; to-day you are not.

Mr. MALEY: The night before this
question came uip for consideration by the
farmers' conference I interjected that in my
opinion the policy was going to be thrown
out with a sickening thud.

I-on. P. Collier: Still, that night you
were bound to it.

Mr. MdALEY-: Unfortunately my remarks
that night were attributed to -the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. llohnston) in
next morning's " West Australian." Per-
haps r wats quite safe in making the inter-
jection, because it is altogether out of rea-
son to suppose that 400 farmer;, all land
holders, Would carry so foolish a proposal, Of
the 400 fariiers. assembled at the confer-
ence when, in spite of- the special. pleadings
of the "West Australian," the motion was-
put--

Mr. O'Loghca: The "West'' will fetch
them all round:-

Mr. MA-LEY: You may fetch a few votes
to your saide by hammering at the subject.

M-r. 0 'Loghlen: We will -get enough
votes for our purpose.

Mir. MAlLEY: In a few electorates, per-
haps.

EIon. T1. Walker: Do not be so pessim-
istic.

Mr. MA-LET: It was, ridiculous to sup-
poss. that the farmers were going to-agree to
such a proposal..-

Hon. P. Collier: Therefore they carried
a ridiculous proposal the previous year. That
is a, good testimonial to your delegates.

Mr. MA-LET: It was ridiculous to sup-
pose that the farmers would consent to al-
low themselves to be taxed directly in regarwt
to rural lands to the extent of an additional
E300,000.-

Hon. P. Collier: Bat they agreed to it at
the previous conference.

Mr. MA-LEY: When the proposition was
given more mature consideration and the
evils of it were eleprly seen, it is no wonder-
that it *as thrown out.

Mr. 0 'Loghlext: The ''West Australian'
will convert you all:

Mr. MA-LEYT: In addition to that
£300,000 direct taxation to be thrown on
the rural lands, there is the certainty that the
£E500,000 which the town lands would have
to pay; under the scheme would also have
to be borne by Ahe producers, because it,

$12
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would be passed on to them. If the leader
of the Opposition is o keen on land values
taxation, I suggest that he bring in a modi-
fied scheme limiting the operation of the
tax to lands within a radius of 20 miles -from
the General Post Office.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: That would be class leg-
islation.

Mr. MALEY: Nothing of the sort. We
in the country are creating the value of city
lands and indeed of everything in the city.
If this burden could not be passed on to the
producers, the policy -would be less repug-
nant to us. I suggest that the leader of the
Opposition. confine his proposition to the

lands within a radius of 20 miles from the
post office.

Hon. P. Collier: Tak the other fellow,
but do not tax me.

Mr. Mullany: Do you not think the city
'people would pass the tar on?

Mr. MALEY: I say they will? but the
lender of the Opposition says that it coutld
-not be passed on. I want to carry the con-
sideration of this proposed land valuecs taxa-
tion a little further. Let us apply it to the
privately owned railway. Under such a
form of taxation the Midland Railway Corn-

-pany~, who at the present time own consider-
ably over a million and a half acres of un-
alienated land, would be asked to pay ad-
ditional taxation amounting to 13 times
what they are paying at present, and we
Ehould be imposing that additional taxation
on them for the avowed purpose of making
them reduce fares and freights on their
railwkay. Was so ridiculous a, proposition
ever heard before? We have been cirdn-
larised in this House by the Midlantd Railway
Company in regard to the manner in which
they have been treated by successive Gov-
ce-nments. One can imagine how vigorous
-would be the protest of that company
against any policy which imposed such a
burden on them as that proposed.
*Hon. P. Collier: Ton were at the previouls

conference of farumers; why did you not ad-
-vise them against the proposal?

MT. MALEY: I do not think any of' Our
present delegates were there.

Mr. Gardiner: With all its faults, the
Midland Railway Company has added a new

- province to the State without any cost to
the Government. No loan money or anything
of the sort has been spent on their lands.
Put that in your pipe and smoke it.

Mr. MALET:- I do not want to. hear con-
tinu ally the old parrot cry of "Produce,
produce, produce," but I am convinced that
the only possible way out of our difficulties
is by unfettered production. Strikes are oc-
curring, sometimes not without justification,
but there should be some method of settling
these disturbances before they settle the
country. If the business of the State is held
uip, wre must go from bad to worse.

Mr. Nairn: You can always settle a strike
by Paying up.

Mr. MALEY: But why should we do
that? The strike germ has actually pene-

trated my own. electorate, and for the last
three weeks three mines there have been held
up owiug to a demand for conditions tha t do
not exist anywhere else- in the district. I
ask that some influence should. be brought to
bear to settle this dispute, because it seems
t6 me that the demand is -wholly unreason-
able.-

Hon. P. Collier: But the principle of a 44-
hour week is now observed in all the other
mines of the State.

Mr. MALLET: The* Fremantle Trading
Company are prepared to grant the con-
ditions obtaining on the Surprise mine. This
is not an unfair proposition. It-'could be ob-
Served until the Snrprise agreement ex-
pires, which will be in a few months time,
when they could all be put on the same level.
.A lot bL 'the trouble could be overcome if
the leaders of the Labour movement
would-

Mr. 0 'Loghleni: - Take your Tory view
of the situation. -I

Mr. Chesson: The 44-hours week obtains
in respect of underground work on the
Murchison.

Mir. MALEY: Increased production is
almost impossible in this State at the
present time, owing to the scarcity. of
labour. The Government ought to strain
every effort to secure agricultural lah6ur,
particularly in view of the rccjrd harvest
which we hope to enjoy dpring the present
season. I know that the farmers, encour-
aged by the good prices which were gener-
ally expected, strained every effort to get
all the land they popsibly could uinder crop.
In one particular cr~se there was an area
of 8,600. acres cleated in one block, but
owing to the scarcity of labour all that
could be cropped was a miserable 600 acres.
Had the requisite labour been available,
8,000 or 4,000 acres - of that block wonld
have been put uinder crop. The difficulty
has been accentuated owing to the fact
that we have settled our returned soldiers
on hlobks of their own. Many of these
soldiers are sons of settlcrs and originally
bore some portion of the work in our agri-
cultural areas, but they are now holding
farms of their own. It should not be dliffi-
cult, under the Imperial Service immigra-
tion scheme, to gct men to come out here
and devote one or two -seasons to gaining
experience before taking up land of their
own. Much difficulty- has been created
owing to such communications as that sent
by the Ahsiatant Secretary to the Trades
Hall, who wrote,- to England deprecating
the sending out of labourers of any descrip-
tion or in fact of any emigrants at all-

Hon. P. Collier: How could you get team
in the last six years?

Mr. MALLEY: This was not in connection
with the last six years but in connection
with the policy of sending any emigrants
here at all. The people in England were
told that this State was' not prepared to
take immigrants. I know that the gentle-
man concerted has been put down a bit,
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and I think .thir'was one of the contributing
causes. He -received quite a deceuft rebutf
fromi his own people in the country.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You attend to McGibbon
and your executive officials arnd leave that
alone.k

Ron. P. Collier: Can you unravel the
tangle about McGibbon and the Ministerl?

Mr, MAL~EY, To oblige the hon. mnem-
bets, I am coming to the wheat position.
Nobody can say that any further light has
been thrown on the actual position by the
various explanations given by the officials
concerned in the matter.

Mr. O'Loghleu: Their explanatious are
as clear as mud.

Mr, MALEY: Qute so.
Mr. Pickering:, They have made con-

fusion worse confounded.
Mr. MALEY: It is remarkable that at

the recent conference which consisted
almost wholly and solely of farmers, the
gathering was prepared to accept the state-
nments of Mr. McGibbon, of the Honorary
Minister (Mr. Baxter), and of the Minister
for Elducation (Mr. Colebatch).

Mr. O'Logblen: They cheered the lot.
Mr. MIALEY: It senmed to me to be

reprehensible tbat, at the end of explana-
tions extending over a, whole day- at-~ the
conference, the Honorary Minister was so
foolish as to try to get another spoke in by
making a statement in another place.

Mr. O'Loghlcin: Hle said some :foolish
things.

lion. P. Collier: He is given to that sort
of 'thing.

Mr.. Pickering: It waCs the only place
where he could make the explanation.
- Mr. MA&LEY: The Anstralian 'Wheat
Board have no legal ground on which to
base a claim against the Western Austra-
lian Government fo-r their refusal to supply
wheat to New South Wales at the price in
question. The affairs of the. Australian
Wheat Board appear to have been con-
ducted in such a remarkable mariner that
the Board will never be able to formulate a
claim against this State, and therefore, I I
think we ha-yve heard the last of it. There
is a statement in this morning's issue of the
"eWest Australian" which goes to confirm
that impression-, an impression which has
beeu-in my mind during the last fortnight.
What the Australian Wheat Board have
created, they can certainly destroy. It was
absolutely foolish of the board to ever pa
a ikesoution that, on a rising market or in
fact on any market, -we should supply wheat
to anyone f or a period of 12 months.

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear!
Mr..MALEY: It was absolutely unfair to

the producers of this State.
Mr. Pickering: --Y matter which way it

went.
Mr. MALEY: Quite so. If the price had

fallen below the price in question, there
would have been a howl fromn the consumers
of the State concerned that they were being

charged too munch. -But is there any objec-
tion to consumers throughout this State tak-
inig the farmers' wheat at one-half of its
actual value 7 That is the position to-day.
The farmers of the State arc actually feeding
the population for one-half of what they
couald receive f or their wheat.

Hon. W. C. Aug-win: Where could you ye-
reive that prie

Mdr, MALEY.: The hon. in ember knows as
well as I do that wvheat is being sold end
has been sold during the last six months for
anything up to 16s. per bushel fo.b. Fre-
mantle.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: Small parcels.-
Mr. Pickeriug: What is the price in Eug-

Eion: W. C. Angwin.: Ninety-five shilings
per guaranteed quarter.

-Mr. MALEY:. It is argued that because
a nebulous guarantee was given to the
farmers during the period of the war, a guar-
antee which amounted to practically one-half
of the cost of prodhection, therefo 're the
farmers should be grateful; but the con-
sum ers shoud -be grateful to the farmers be-
cause they are getting their bread at one-
half of -what it ought to cost them. 'Why
is it that during the whole course of -thc
war and up to the present time, the cost
of feeding the consumers in England has becen
borne by the Imperial Government and not
by the farmers of England I The English
farmer has received the full price for his
prbduct all through, and so has the American
farmer. The United Stateg Government bad-
the courage immeiately _after the armistice
was signed to guarantee their farmers 9s. 2d.
per bushel for a period of two years. That
was good business, although many people
thought the 'United States Government would
hare to find a couple of hundred million
pounds to back up their farmers in this way.
I 'have consistently urged in this House and
outside it. during the past two or three years
that a reasonable guarantee should have been
given to our farmers, if only to encourage
themn to keep on cultivating their land and
prevent it from reverting to its natoril state.
It was only on the eve of the Federal elec-
tions that a suffcient guarantee and pay-
ment were promised the farmers throughout
Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: Just aftdr the general
elections; not on the eve of it.

Mr. MALEY: Just before the general elec-
tions it was announced that the farmers
would be paid and guaranteed a sumn of not
less than 5s. per' bushel. Some claims had
been put for-ward by farmers' organisations
in the Eastern States, and the Federal Prime
Minister was threatened with opposition by
the Country party.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They did butt hinm to
Ballarat.

Hon. P. Collier: And nearly butted him
out, too.

Mr. Pickering: Perhaps it is the begiani~g
of the- butting out pr'icess.
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Mr. MAtLEY. The farmer of this State,
by reason -of the war and the consequent
depression, has been in a poor way for the
last four years. To-day the farmer is re-
covering his position and the future leeks
bright for him.

Mr. Pickering: And for the country.
Hon. P. Collier: Oh, that follows.
Mr. MALBY: 'Yes, the good old ship of

State has been in trouble because the farmer
has been battling against- the seas of ad-
varsity. To-day the farmer is coming into
his own, and the development which bad been
arrested during the past four years is pro-
ceeding. When the farmer is in a good way,
he it the fertiliser of every avenue o~f trade
in the State.

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) [5A101: I did
intend to touch one or two subjects such as
mining, but as the debate is approaching its
conclusion I think those subjects c"a per-
haps be better dealt -with when the Esti-
mates are before us. Aftef" a trip to the
Eastern portion of our agricultural belt, I
am pleased to say that the crops are looking
exceedingly -well, and the farmers are very
sanguine of getting a record yield. I am.
jileased to say that the soldier farmers. here
-appear 'to be very contented with -their lot.
it is a matter for. congratulation to the Pre-
mier, 'Mr. MeLarty and the staff, that they
have hfindled the soldier settlement scheme in
such a capable way. When the Premier was
elected to office, all of us on this side of the
House reeognised that he had a very stupen-
dous task before him. -

.How P. Collier: You were a bit doubtful
about him A that time.

Mr. DUFF: We wer~e doiibtful about get-
ting a man. to take the task on.

Hon. P. Collier:. Is that how he came to
get it.?

Mr. DUFF: I .believe that influenced mne
in my vote. We can congratulate ourstive ;
that we were able. to get a man,1 of his forte
and optimism to take the positi -n.

Mr. Green: -Would not you give it a go?
)fXr: DUFF: I might have done so. - 1:

have given many things a go, -and have been
successful in-sours of them. I hope the Fed-
eral Government will give the State every
facility to settle upon its agricultural lands
an unlimited 'nuimber of settlers. After all,
the man who tills the land is the one who is
to be relied upon to flglt for it in time of

*danger, -
The Minister for Works: Hears hear- It

has always been so.
Mr. DUFF: There is another matter I

'wish to mention, and I hope-the member for
Avon. (Mr. Harrison) will not think I am

-usurping his position by bringing it for-
ward.

Mr. Pickering: Il~e has the same right.
Mr. DUFF: My only reason for bringing

it forward is that I am mixed up ink the min-
ing portion of his electorate. Several meet-
ings hav-e been held in Westonia district to
.urge the adbption of a land scheme for that

particular area. A league has been formed,
known as the Westonin Agricultural Land
League. The league,- which includes in its
membership the most influential people in
the district, is endeavouring to bring about-
a land settlement scheme. I am quite satis-
fled that at Westbnia, we bhave land which is.
absolutely nexcelled in this State, but the
objection will always be raised, as it was
raised 18 or 11 years ago when'the late Mr.-
'Paterson was managing the Agricultural
Bank, that the rainfall is insufficient. That
argument cropped up in regard to the lier-
redin district, but later on Mr. Paterson was'
impressed, and the area was extended to the
rabbit-.proof fence.

Mr. Harrison: Meekering was the limit
at one time.

Mr. DUFF: Beyond the rabbit-prfoof
fence, we have two farmers contiguous to
the railway working their farms in a 'very
big way, and making them payr better per-
haps than sonie of uis people who are farm-
ing at Merredin. We go to Southern Cross
and we find there six farmers working with-
out any assistance from the Agricultural

-Bank and they aie making their farms pay.
So that, after all; the rainfall argument must
fall to the ground. But that is not alto-
gether the trouble with the Westonia people.
They have the mining regulations, in the
xoail. The nining regulations state that
withinr two wiles of the nearest boundary of
any townaite or suburban area 20 acres yvilI
be allotted, slid that beyond two miles from
such boundary the area will be 500 apres.
Those who have been farming will agree
with me that 500 acres of land is not enough
for a man to farm properly. 'Ie certainly
cannot grow wheat andl go in for mixed
farming on such a limited area. - Nothiing
less thin 1,000 acres will do. I am going to
ask the Premier to cause this. regulation to
be amended so that the beautiful forest lands
which extend from the railway for rifles
,around the Westoniai goldfiejds may be
thrown open for settlement. I am going to
advocate a combination of mining and agri-
cultural interests, because when the areas
are being cleared for farming purposes the
timber cut can be used on the mines for fire-
wood and, alto, as raining timber. In that
way the farmers will be realisiug something
as the result of their initial labours. In other
instances such timber has to be burnt. There
is also a market for that class of timber at
Kalgoor-lie. It can be shifted at Walgoolan,
where this belt of country starts.'- I can as-

sure tbe Premier that if he will go into this
matter hie will he able to assist 200 or 300
people to go on the land, all of whom are
waiting now to take up areas -there. So far
as the rainfall is concerned,, records have
been kept for the past 11i've years, and the
average during tbat period has been, 15
inches. That rainfall extends front April to
October, and anyone who bhas had anything
to do with farming is aware that that
is all that'- is required, and in the
area in question it fails in the proper
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months, especially in September, when it is
looked for. If the Premier will only take up
this matter we may in those parks create, by
the admixture of mining and agriculture, a
Ballarat or a Bendigo. I intend to refer to
a subject which I believe is exercising the
miiids not only of the people of this State
tut of everyone in the Commonwealth,
namely the prevailing industrial and social
unrest, which I. claim is mainly due to the
non-standardisaition of the cost of foodstuffs
and other commodities required in our homes.
To0 my mind it is slicer waste of time for the
judges in our Arbitration Courts to attempt
to fix wages when, directly they do so, up
go the Prices of commodities. We have
started at the wrong end. What I -reeom-
mend is that "ye immediately standardlise the
Cost of living. It is easy to do so in a cour-
try so prolific-as Australia is. It has a sparse
Population, and that is an advantage in
carrying oat such a scheme. If we can do

-tbat, we will adjust wages and thereby bring
about social and industrial contentment.
Such a step would, I think, overcome in an
appreciable way our present industrial diffi-
culties. Perhaps someone -will say that I am
trespassing in the sphere of Federal politics,
but I believe, and I think everybody else be-
lieves, that this question gravely concerns us
as a State and as a portion of - the great
Commonwealth. Australia to-day is bulging
with exportable foodstuaffs and other commo-
dities. We have meat, wheat, wool, butter,
bacon, and I could go on for a considerable
tinap enumerating other things, not for-
getting fruit and vegetables. We produce
all these things prolifieally, hat they ate not
made available -at a fair price to us Austra-
lians. Take our meat. When the Wyaudhamn
works were started by the Labour Govern-
ment, was it intended that they should only
export? If that was the case I ani very sorry
for the intention of Parliament at the time,
because after.- all should we not look after
our own first? In Perth to-day it is rot pos-
sible to get ime than a pound or two of
dripping, a product that must, with the fat
cattle we have in Kimberley, be there in
tons. It seems, however, that the desire is
to export everything that we are short of

-in Perth. It seems rather peculiar that
mutton should be so cheap to-day: I think
we can get 'neat to-day for 4d. or 5d. a
P)oumd where as a couple of months ago it
fetched Is- 2d. a Pound. We all remember a
cable from London which told us that there
was a glut in the market, and that Australian
meat was selling at 6d. a pound. On the very
same day sales of mutton were effected in the,-
Midland yards at 1s. 1d. on the hoof.

Mr. Harrison: What abort the pelt?
Mr. DUFF: The hon. member says what

*about the pelt V We will give him the pelt
in. The price is too high, and the sooner

-the suggestion which was advanced by the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. 'Angelo) that
chilling works be erected at Fremantle to
receive the products of the different freezing
works is adopted; the better it will be for the
People of Western Australia. It -would any-
how bring a little competition along, and

that would help us to get our meat, at some-
thing like a fair price. It behoves every
country, on account of the world's condition,
to be selfish and to look after itself. I rm
wopdering, too, why we have not more flour
mills, and why, instead' of exporting wheat
we do not export flour. We know that to-
day we are practically starving for the by-
.prodaiets of the mill.

MAr. Harrison: Why?
Mr. DUFF: We know why. 'Because they

ate rushing away the wheat, perhaps to a
better market. I am credibly informed that
a day or two ago there was not a bag of
bran to be purchased in Kalgoorlie or in the
sister municipality of Boulder.

The Minister f or Works: We could rot get
it in the-south-wcst.

Mr. DUFF: The time has come when this
niattdr should be taken 'seriously in hand.
Two nights ago we saw that soldiers who had
taken up land for poultry farming, turned it
up because they had to pay* i2s. a bushel for
their wheat. Fancy asking 12s. a bushel for
wheat in a cffuntiy where there is such a
prolific growth of this commodity. -When
Sir Benry Lefroy submitted his motion to
Parliament last session suggesting a guar-
antee of 5s. per bushel to wheat growers-
and I am claiming to be one of them-it was
thought that the price we were going to get
-wat an extraordinarily good cote. But now
we are asking 12s. a bushel.

Mr. Pickering: Are you turning it, down?
Mr. DUFF: No, but I have a little feeling

Xfor otber people who are starving for it.
Let us -fix the price for homes consumption on
a reasonable basis, and we can export the
balance to the world's markets. We can then
get what is called the world's parity.

Mr. Harrison: What is it?
Mr. DUFF: I would like to. knowv myself.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: No one else knows.
Mr. DUFF: It should be our duty to pro-

vide for ourselves firs and export after-
wards, preferably to Great Britain. what
is wanted in Australia is a cheaper breakfast
table. I believe to-day w~e are paying 100
per cent, more than we should be paying for
our meals, and I do not think it requireka
knowledge of economic science to enable -us
to make effective suggestions such as those
I have put forward. 'We have our pooling
systemj which provides the machinery for
carrying it out, I believe all the difficulties
can be overcome.-

Mr. Pickering: Bly the farmers sacrificing
.everything.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are doing very
well.

Air. DUFF: They are sacrificing nothing.
Let us provide for ourselves firt We were
satisfied -with s. 6d. per bushel at one time.
I trust that some action will be taken by the
Chamber in the direction I have suggested.
It is the only way out of the difficulty. If
we can get a resolution through the House
and forward it to.- the Federal Parliament
they will realise that we are in earnest in
moving in the matter. I believe also that if
the Prime Minister will adopt the suggestion
I have made bq will be able to bring down

6

316



126 AUGUST, 1920.])1

with one barrel the profiteer and thle ?ol1-
shevik whom he professes to be so anxious to
bring to book.

Mr. LUTEY (Btownhill-Ivanhoe) [5.30]:
I am not altogether disappointed at the lack
of policy disclosed in the Governor's Speech.
I never exopeoted anything better from the
present Government, despite the fact that
last 'session they were continually desiring
to get into recess for the avowed purpose of
preparing measures to put before Parliament.
We find in. the Speech practically nothing of
any value.

.The Minister for Works: You must carry
on- with hope.

Mr. LUTERY: Hope is very good, but we
want something more then that. From the
speeches delivered, I am convinced that there
are very few, even on the Ministerial side,
with confidence in the Government. The
onjly speaker who has complimented the Gov-
ernment, on their -policy is the member for
Greenough (Mr. Malay). The member for
Subiaco (M1vr. Brown) and the member for
Bunbury (MrT. Money) severely criticised
them. In -fact, judging by their speeches,
I cannot understand why those two members
are not on this side of the House. Possibl
the close approach of the electionfs induced
themn to frame their speeches in the way they
did. If their utterances had been made by
a couple of Labour men outside of Parlia-
meat, that little Mephistopheles from Wales
would have deported them from Australia,
The member for Perth (Mr. Pilkingtoa) also
warmly criticised. the Government. I believ
that. if a vote were taken, and if members
on the Ministerial side voted according to
thawr utterancees, the Government would find
themselves in the cold sliades of Opposition.
T visited the Mouse years ago when the late
Hon. Frank Wilson was leader of the Op-
position, and the Labour Government were
in power., At that ime the Opposition- were
continually criticising the Labour Govern-
ment and asserting that there was no neces-
sity for further taxation, that nothing but
business acurqen was necessary to'bring about
a satisfactory state of affairs. Then we had
as Premier Sir Henry Lefroy, whose sole
policy was' produce, produce, produce; and
now we have Mk.r. Mitchell, whose sole, policy
seems to be expressed in the, words, rigonr,
enterprise and goodwill. I have yet to leara
that th4 community of 'Western Aristralia
lacks rigour. Taking thenh generally, they.
are an essentially, vigorous polpulation. But
it seems that any old cry is good enough
'for the present Government. As for enter-
prise, I should like somec of the Ministers
to let i's know what form the enterprise of
the present. Government has taken. Last ses-
sion, aild indeed the session before, I had
occasion to draw attention to the necessity
for a largely increased output at the State
.brickworks. The Minister for Works -it that
time complained th 'at he could not get the
essential machinery.. Now I am credibly in-
frned that there is sufficient machinery at

the State hrickworks to largely increase the
present output,, if only they had another
Hoffman kiln. Yet the Minister for Works,
the most enterprising of Miuisters-whieh is
not saying much for the present Government
-cannot see his way clear to erect that ad-
ditional Hoffmiun kiln in order to increase
the output, notwithstanding that a number of
bricklayers are walking the streets for wanrt
of bricks to carry on with.

The AIlinister for Works: That is scarcely
correct.

Mr. LUTEY: I an' informed that it is so,
and I believe ii is true.

The Minister for Works: I can take you to
a dozen houses In course of- construction hung'
uip for want of bricklayers, not for want of
bricks.

Mr. LUTEY: I am surprised to find that
no steps have been taken to ensure a stie-
ieut supply of bricks. As for -goodwill, I
fail to see that the Government are doing
anything to create goodwill in the com-
munity; in fact they appear to be moving'
in the 'opposite direction. 'We find that the
einployel's, who are the masters of the present
Government; are doing all they can to foment
ill-feeling. Quite lately Mr. Duane has been,
down the South-West forming another union
amongst the employees- of the fruit-growers,
notwithstanding that there is already a union
in that industry. Such action will not tend
to goodwill, but will be prejudicial to the
fruit-growers and to the State generally. Any
responsible Government seized with .the

seriousness of the present, situation would
bring down industrial legislation, but there
is -no suggestion in the Speech of any monve
in this 'direction. In view of the vongcstion
of the -Arbitration Court, the slowness of its
,procedure, and the general unrest prevailing,
one would hg4ve thiought- something would
be done to amend the Act. There is
no mention in the 'Speech of any such inten-
tion. The public service strike could easily
[tare beefi averted. Nine months ago the
public sen-ants held a big demonstration
outside Parliament .House. Surely that
should have been accepted as An indication
tht those men were serious in their de-
mands. Any Minister of business acumen,
with a knowledge of industrial affatirs, would
have set to work to settle the trouble out of
hand. I1 was amazed to see the public. ser-
vice come out as strongly as they did on that
occasion and make their demands at Parlia-
ment House. One often hears reference to
the riots on the goldfields, but I amn con-
vinced. that the public servants of Perth,

-on the day of their denmonstration, were more
determined thani those men on the goldfields
who made their protest some -months ago.
Yet the trouble with the public service was
allowed to go on increasing in streuith. for
-nine months, until-at-last the 'country Was.
faced with a strike that - might Rtave had
'very serious consequences. The general pub-
lic, perhaps, do not realise how near we all
were-to a calamity. The Premier says the
country is prosperous.- Tt may be so in a
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sense, but when the member for Hatinans
(Mr. Munsie) was speaking, it was the Min-
ister for Mines who, by interjection, referred
to childreon attending school without boots.
Some people, of course, believe in children
going without boots altogether. I kn~ow a
doctor on the goldfields whose two daughters
went barefooted until they were 15 or 16
years of age. But in the great majority of
cases it is not for healtlf purposes that the
children go to school without -boots; it is be-
cause of the dire poverty of their parents.
The best way of finding oat how people are
progressing economically is to interview the
butchers -who serve them daily. I know oil
the golddields hundreds of workers with
families who -are not able to buy suffcicnt
meat to provide for their children. It will
be found that in some eases a family con-
sisting of father, mother, and fix!he children
are able to purchase not more than a pound
of meat per. day, of which the children get
but very little, for the reason that it is abso-
lutely necessary that the father should have
the lion's share, since he is toiling in the
bowels of the earth. We find here talk of
prosperity, whereas there is a great deal of
poverty among the people. Paragraph 7 of
the Speech refers to mining. One could,
easily believe that the paragraph had been
lifted bodily from the journal of the Cham-
ber of Mines. I 'have f requently seen similar
paragraphs in that publication At the pre-
sent time, when the miners are before the
Arbitration Court for an increase of wages,
this particular paragraph in the Speech is
somewhat suggestive. The Chamber of

-Mines employs clever officers, well able to
present their side of the question to the

* public in such a, manner that those who do
not know the actual position might easily be
misled. For years past the eryihas been that
the mines are nprofitable. At an e'arlier
date that cry was confined to the poorer
mines. Eighteen years ago it was commonly

-reported that the Associated mine was abont
to be closed down because of its inability to
pay any increase -in wages. The mine offi-
diais put up a good ease for their. side of the
qnestion, and ninny people believed that the
mine would really have to close down.
Curiously enough, that mine- is still going,
despite the present high cost of mining re-
quisites. I em sorry the Minister for Mines
is not in hip scat. He is a frequent absentee
fiork the Chamber. ,1 would suggest that, in
view of the new fields that have been dis--
covered, great care should be exercised in
the inspection of mining properties. It will
be in the interests not only of the miners
but of the companies and of the State to
see that in the earl-y stages of a property
mining is carried on in a proper manner. We
can see on the goldfieldi to-day .the results
of loose methods in the pioneeringr stages.
A nu-mber of mines which have been closed
down would] be still going-if they had been
developed along sound lies. Then there is
the question of shrinkage stopes. In one
mine, the Perseverance, the stopes were

emptied of, their ore am d then left wide open,
with the result that tributers cannot work
in those parts of the mine to'daay because it
is too dangerous. The Mines Act should con-
tain a provision. compelling mining com-
panies in emptying, stopee of that kind to
see that they are properly filled up., Ak mine,
even if the company -working it have fin-
ished with it, is still State property, and it
should be left safe for future working. In
the mine to which I refer there are hundreds
Of thousands of tons of ore which could be
mnined now if it were not for the danger of
the stopes. 'The question of deep boring
has repeatedly coine before this Rouse,
aud I hiave advocated it. on various occa-
sions. Tho 'Minister for MHines. announced
recently his intention to go in largely "for
deep boring at the south era end of the
Golden Mile. There was at one time a pro-
posal1 to form a company for that- purpose,
and it was said that the Government were
prepared to assist the company. The great
need. is to establish, by deep boring, the eon-
tinjiance of the Golden Mfile towards Hamp-
ton Plains. I regret that there has not been
a company formed to take up the leases at
the north end of the Golden Mile. Know-
ledge which T have obtained fron men who
have worked at the north end satisfies mue
that there are good, or almost certain, pros-
pects there. Th~re can be no doubt that
various propositions in that part of the field
arc worthy of development.' Unfortunately
the business people and investors who were
in a position to' subscribe fo-r shares in the
project -neglected to do so. In my opinion
they made a mistake. Had they cardied the
project throughf at the time it was mooted,
they would have had the prospect of getting
many shows taken up at the time Of the
boom. I regret the Government have not
systematically explored that country by deep
boring. The finding i~if any decent mine
would have recouped the State amply for its
outlay. There is a matter I wish to men-
tion regarding the registration of leases.
In that connection there has been a.
good deal of trouble on. new fields.
Prospectors discovering new shows have been
unable to register promptly owing to the
difficulty of getting to the office of' the min-
ig registrar, with the result that occasion-
ally other man ga~ve come along and pegged
the same grqund, thus causing a good deal
of irritation, and al'So considerable delay in
the de velopment of one of the finest pieces
of gold-bearng country known to me. The
law should be amended so as, to give the
outback prospector, who is distant from tile
registrar 's office, fuller protection than he
lies at the present time, I have repeatedly
mentioned the advisableness of alapoiating
what I may term at lease ranger on new
rushes. I spjoke on this matter during the
discussion of the 'Mines Estimates last ses-
sion. On several new rushes that I know of'
people pegged all over the coufi try. it
would be beneficial to 6veryooc concerned if
an officer in the nature of a lease ranger-
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were appointed to take note of peggings
and to advise new arrivals as to 'what ground
was available and what ground had already
been pegged, Much confusion has been caused
in the past owing to the want of such an
officer, though I do not say that the con-
fusion was due to any evil intentions on the
part of the peggers. Had there been a
lease ranger available, the confusion and ill-
feeling which were created would have been
avoided; and, besides, it would have been
'better for 'the State itself, because more
leases would have been taken up in likely
localities, and thus the industry would have
been stimulated. I -hope my suggestion wilt
not now be regarded as having been made

- too late. There will be further discoveries,
and then an officer of the kind I -have -men-
tioned will be able to assist prospectors. I
would also like to suggest to the Govern-
meat, that there should be annual inspec-
tion of miners and especially of those in deep
workings. In 1911 Dr. Cutnpston, from whom
we have an interesting speech in this morn-
ing 's newspaper, miade an examaination
of the workers on the -Golden Mile, and
discovered that 33 per cent, of the miners
working on machines, suffered fromL miner' sphithisis, and 28 per cent. of those employed
on dry crushing plants. This information
came as a shock to many people. Certainly
there ought to be an annual inspection by
an independent doctor. to let the country
know exactly what is the state of health at
the various mnines. Doctors generally have
now become so used to miners suffering fromn
phthisis that they takie very ]ittle notice of
it until the disease reaches suchi a stage that
they have 'to advise the sufferer to quit the
wilting industry. One 'god result of an in-
dependent annual inspection would be that
the miners would receive -timely warning
to leave the industry, and in such cases the
Government should do something on the
lines of what is being done for the returned
soldiers. The Government should assist those
miners to go in for farming, which would
be better for'-their health. Let me warn. the
Government that undoubtedly a great deal
of miner's phithisis is due to the dry crush-
lug plants. Now that new fields are likely
to be opened, the Mines 'Act shiould contain
a prov ision forbidding companies to erect
dry crushing plants. New Zenland Lmy
years ago decided to na-ke the erection of dry
crushing plants illegal. That prohibition
was thoughit at the time to be impractic-
able of enforcement- However, the law was
enforced; and I understand there' are now
no dry crushing-'plants in New Zealand. The
same position could be established in this
State, and I1 shall regret it extremely if the
Government permit any more dry crushing
plants to be erected on our goldfields. It is
true that the Minister for Mlines has visited
the new discoveries on two sepdhate occa-
lions, but I am of opinion that mining and
the tineral 'resources of this State are of
such vast importance that the Mines port-
folio should occupy the full attention Of one
Mfinister. In the Mines Department there

is any amount of work for a Minister to do,
and for the life of me 1 cannot see how
the present Minister for Mines is able to con-
trol four or five different departments; -he
is Minister for Mines, Minister for Rail-
ways, Minister for Police, Minister for In-
dustries, and several other things as well. I
consider the Minister, should personally visit
the different mining fields-not only the
goldmining fields, but also the iron
and manganese districts. The Government
speak of encouraging immigration. The
history of the Australian States shows that
it is gold-mining that attracts population.
The member for -North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Angwia) has stated that at -present
it is almost impossible to secure immigrants
front Britain, where the conditions arc
better than possible immigrants would ob-
tain in Australia. They -will not come to
Australia while present wages and condi-
tions continue in ]Britain. I believe that if
goidmining wre -booming now, we would
experience a state of affairs somewhat simi-
lar to that which prevailed in Victoria
about the middle of the last century, and
here inL the nineties. A mining revival
would , I believe, attract population more,,
quickly than anything else would. Turn-
ing to the new finds,,I believe that the St.
Ives and Mt. Monger districts, which are
situated in tbe Wanowna electorate, will -
develop several good shows; and the same
may be said of Hampton Plains. Possibly
I know more of the St. Ives field than other
members of the House, as I ha~ve spent a
week at a tints on that field. I believe it
will prove one of the best fields this State
has known, apart of coarse from Kalgoor-
lie. I do not wish to boom any particular
show, but I think the Ives Reward is going
to turn up trumps. It is developing very
well indeed at the present time. The same
may be said of the Coo-ce mnine in the Jubi-
lee group. In fact, in that locality there
are -several very promisig shows. They
are distributed over an area six miles long
by two miles broad, and the State will be
very unfortunatk if quite a number of good
mnines are not developed in an area of that
extent. -Next, I wish to refer to the in-
crease in railway fares and freights. The
Government dlid wrong, I consider, in not
taking Parliament into their confidence on
this subject, instead of waiting until the
Houses went into recess and then raising
fares and freights. The Minister for Rail-
ways has said that there has been no pro-
test against the inereaqc. But this is the
first opportunity we have had of.making a
protest, Moreover, there have bees pro-
tests all round the Chamber. The increases
would not be so objectionable it the Gov-
ernment had been right up against it and
had bad no ether'-means of raising revenue6.
Bitt at that time the taxation of - unim-
proved land values was advocated by the
farmers and settlers, and the Legislative
Council bad carried a resolntion that in the
interests of the State there should be taxa-
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tion of unimproved land values in order to
relieve railway fares and freights. -Nine

days before the H Ouse Lrose the Minister
for Railways, on th& 20th November1 1919,
said-

I have not consulted the 'Government
in this, but it is as well that I should stitte
my opinion.

This remark will be found in "Hnadl
page 2724. 1 do not believe the statement
of the Mihister was correct, and I do not
know whether it was a false statement or
merely something that the Minister might
call political dishonesty.

The Premier: You can have access to the
-files,

Mr. LUTEY: Either the Minister for
Railways or the Minister for Agriculture is
telling a falsehood.

The Premier: I do not tbiulk you have
any right to say that.

Mr. LUTEY: The Minister for Agricul-
ture informed the Farmers' and Settlers'
Conference that Cabinet had for weeks
been considering the matter of raising fares
amid freights. Either the Minister for Agri-
culture was saying something which was
false, or the Minister for Railways was
telling the House something that was false.

The Premier:- We9 will give you access to
the fles.

Mr. LUTEY: Either one Minister or the
other has-made a filse statement; I am not
prepared to say which it-is.

The Premier: They will probably prove
that you are wrong.-

Mnj LUTEY: Perhaps if the Minis 'ter
were here he would deny the statement lie
made at the meeting of the :farmers' and
settlers that Cabinet bad been considering
the matter for weeks. At all events, we
have two conflicting statements from two
responsible Ministers. It has been said
that the Government shoutld have' consulted
the Honse before raising freights and fares.
They had the opportuinity to do so, for the
Hjouse. was practically pledged to unim-
proved land values taxation in order to
relieve the fares and freights.

The Premier: That is the poit, is it?
Mr. LUTEY: 'Yes. There was no excuse

for the Government. .I should like to
remind the farmers and settlers that if they
do not pnt on the statute-book 'an unimproved
land values tax, and raise revenue in that
mannear,- there is no guaranteC that the Gov-
erinment will not manke a further increase ie
freights and f ares. I believe it is at the
back of their minds to do that. God help the
farmers and settlers and the producers after
the next election.

Mr. Johnston: An increase has been fore-
casted already.

Mr. LUTEY: Yes.
Th6 Premier: The fariners suggest a very

easy way out-
mr. Johnston: We suggest economy -for

astart.

Mir. LUTiST: I should like some MVinister
to give us the truth of this miatter.

Mir. Pickering: Do you say we were
pledged to an unimproved land tax?

Air, LTiT: The hon. member 's party
affirmed the principle, but I do not know how-
much. they wanted. If a conference affirmed
a principle I should feel bound to advocate
that principle before thZ House% The St.
George'Is-terrace farmer will hnve to work
solidly. There was a time -when the Govern-
'ment had the opportunity to raisa6 revenue if'
they- had wvished to do so..

Mr. Johmston: Conferences have affirmed
man-y principles which have not been brought
f orward.

Mr. LUTE Y: The Government could have
obtainaed revenue from other soui'ces and so
relieved the primary producers. Some 19
years ago the Ivanhoe Progress Committee
enideavoured to prevail upon the Government
to put sidings (along the Brownhill loop
line, especially on thie Ivanhoe crossing,
They failed, however, to pursuade the Gov-
ernment to study the convenience of the
travelling public in this way. After this
lapse of timne we find that the Gpverament
have now put in the sidings, and I comnpliment
them upon the step they have taken. I re-
gret that it was not done mny years ago,
for it no ad have put into the coffers of the
State many thousands of pounds, which have
gone to private tramway companies. Further-
more, the result of the delay has been that
the population, instead of remaining close to
tbe railways, has moved out along the tramn-
way routes; and the probability is that the
Stale wilt never obtain that amount of pas-
senger traffic which would have been ob-
tained if the siding had been erected -%hen
tbe suggestiun was first made. Shelter sheds.
should also be ereete& at the half-way, and
some of the other more populous cntres. In
the heat of summer it is awkward for women
and children to have to stand out in the
broiling sun, anid it is sirailarly awkward in
the winter when the weather is wet. I hope
the Government will erect shelter sheds in
these particular localities. The Governmbat
have announced that they have called for
tender-s for three oil' -driven motor engines. I
hope when these arrive that the Government
will give them a trial on the Brownbill loop
line. Possibly no other line in the State
would be mnore suitable for suit a trial than
this line, and their use on this line will
popularise it and be of benefit to the State,
The Government should take steps to
populairise and get more revenue from
that line. Owing to the concessions that

-have been given to the ivoodline people, very
little revenue is at present derived from it.
Practically all the truffle goes round the other
way, and the Kurrawang WoodlineCompany
gets the benefit of it instead of the State.
Our railways could be popularised in many
directions. Outside the Flinders-street Rail-
way station, Melbourne, are dial indicating
to the public the time when trains will de-
part for the various centres. In Perth the
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travelling public are afforded no such facili-
ties. If dials of this -nature were erected in
front of the verandah, outside the Perth

-railway station, the travelling public would
he able to see at some considerable distance
the time of departure of the trains to those
centres to which they desire to travel. In-
side the station there are indicators, but one.
has to go inside in or~ler to see th-em. I hope
the Minister for Ealiways will look into this
small matter, and see irhether the conveni-
enc of the public cannot be studied in this
way. I also hope that if further railway
carriages are built they will be built with
sliding doors, such as are used on. thA sub-
urban railway system of Victoria. The other
day a lady on the 1Prth railway station. re-
'ceivect a nasty knock on. the elbow through a
carriage door elying open. It is dangerous
for the public to have the carriage doors
opening in the manner they do -on our local
trains. I hope that it will be found pos' sible.
to introduce the sliding 'door system here.
The Minister f or Railways has intimated that
there will be another ?fise in freights and
fares. The increase was not necessary last
time. If the Government wished to raise
revenue they had means of doing so without
this extra imipost upon our primary pro-
ducers, but this is not their policy, because it
is not suitable to the farmers wfio live in the
metropolitan area, the men who own the large
properties. Thby are really thle .people who
are opposed to unimproved land values taxa-
tion. That form of taxation has my support.
I have seen examples of the nmonopolisation
of land in this State as well as thbe other
States, and I hope that somlething 'will be
done in this direction in the near future1 a]-
though one can hardly expect it of this Gov-
ernmentL If it were brought forward here
I. am sure it would receive 'the whole-hearted
support of this side of the House.

The Premier:- I am afraid the support
would not he quite sufficient.

MY. LUTE'Y: I believe a ease can be
na-de out, if Ministers wish, that will con-
vince even- thb doubting members of the
Country party.

Mr. Pickering: It would iequire a strong
case.

Mr. LUTEY: I believe they would be
convinced, and that they- would go out- as
missionaries amiongst the farmers, even if
they had to call a, special c-onference of the
primary producers to recontider -the matter.

The Premier: -You pay your share on the
unalicuated land V

Mr. LUTE'?: I do not own'any. That
belongs to the State. I am in favour of
unimproved land values taxation; I have'
been here for 24 years, and know the evils
of land monopoly. Ia, the early days a Mr.
Bunbury, .from whom is taken the name of
the-port in the South-West, lauded there with
his s ervants, his chattels, his farming imple-
meats and the rest of it, with the intention
of taking up land and settling in Bunbury
us a baron of the soil.

Mr. Pickering.: Don't you -think lhede
served to get land?

The Premier: He did not get a big area
of land.

Mir. LUTEY: What happened in his ease
was that his servants took up the land3 and
did very well out of it. His servants -are now
the backbone of Bunbury, and -even the late
Lord Forrest's father was one of the re-
tainers of the late Mr. Bunbury.

Sittilig suspended fromi 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LUTEY: Before tea I -was referring
to tihe questioin of imposing taxation on un-
improved land values. The other evening
the Minister for Mines stated by 'way of in-
terjection that such a land tax had nothing to
do with railway finance. I for one cannot
understand how he arrived at that concin-
sion. I consider that it is 'bound up 'with
railway finance. When we remember' that
something like £672,000 has to be paid by
way of interest ' on borrowed money every'
year, money which has been expended to
construct those lines and create the values
and the unearned inererifent in the city as
well as in the country, I think it *il1 be -ad-~
mittedl that taxation of unimproved land
valuhes is the proper source from 'which to
get revenue to pay such interest dt least.
We aire told that there is some 20 million
pounds worth of unimproved land values in
Western Australia, though I believe there
is more. If a tax of 6d. in the pound were
imposed it would bring in a revenue of
£000,000 to the Treasury. The Minister for
Works looks shocked at~ the suggestion of a
tat of 6d. in the pound, but I for one would
advocate it right 'awa~y. The time has conic
when the land monopolists, not so much in
the country as in the city; should pay for
the values whicht have been created, and of
which they have been reaping the benefit
for many years. Let us take, for instance,

'the Duke of Westminster, the richest land-
lord -in England,

The Premier: We will tax him if you like.
Mr. LTTY: Hundreds of years aqo the

Duke of Westminster was granted about
600 acres in what is now Westminster and,
right dlown through the 'ages, the people of
Great Britain and its dependencies have
been contributing indirectly to the wealth
of the Duke of Westminster.

Mr, Underwood: All right, tax him.
Mr. LUITEY: Unearned increments have

been created by the workers and the great
mass of the community has not reaped the.
benefit:

The Minister for Works: Do you know
there are many road beards which. will not
rate at more than Id. in the pound?

Mr. Underwood! What- about the Federal
tax? .

Mr. LUTEY; The exemption under the
Federal- lair is £5,000.

-Mr. Underwood: That would not affect the
Duke of Westminster.
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Mr. LITTEY, I am not concerned about
the Duke of Westminster now.
..Mr. Underwood]: You were, quite recently.

Mir. LUTEY: I quoted him only to show
what might occur in Australia if we were
aUl like the nmember for Pilbara. I would
aot be surprised if before long the Federal
exemption was struck out. If the State
Government will not impose an adequate tax
on unimproved land values, I. would wel-
come action by the Federal Government in
this direction. The Minister for Works
need not look so cross.

The Minister for Works: I am, not cross;
I am only astonished.

Mr. LUTEY: Last session, when the Gov-
ernment were absolutely poverty-stricken,
they increased the railway fares and freights
throughout the State. They could have
raised the additional money required
through the medium of an unimproved land
tax, but they would not take advantage of
this opportunvity. The Government had a

-majority in this House, and another place
had passed a motion affirning that it was in
the best interests of the country that such
taxation should be imposed. If the Govern-
ment pepsist in refusing to introduce this
form, of taxation, I should like to s~e' the
Pederal Government strike out their exermp-
tion altogether. The Premier told us the
other eveninig that the Government were buy-
ing land for the soldiers. If an adequate.
tax on unimproved values were imposed,
those people *ho are holding up the land
for speculative purposes would either use it
or sell it at d fair valuation, and the soldiers
would be able to get farms at a reasonable
price.

The Premier: So they are.
Mr. LTJTEY: Then thie price would be

more reasonable.
The Minister -for Works: Yes, if whole-

sale robbery were resorted to.
Mr. LUTEY: The Premier, while travel-

.ling in South Australia, probably noticed the
-soldiers' holdings along the railway line. The
South Australian Government paid about £7
an acre for that land. If there had not been
a railway, which railway had been built on
borrowed money on which the whole of the
people of the State have to pay interest, that
land would not have been- worth more than
£1. an acre, whereas the soldier has to pay £7
act acre. These values should belong to the
community as a whole.

Mr. U~nderwood:. What would it cost to
clear that land?

Mr. LITTEr: I am speaking of unim-
proved land values taxation. If a farmer
had £1,000 worth of unimproved land and
spent £4 an acre on clearing, fencing, and
other improvements, he would be liable, under
this scheme of taxation, to pay on only the
£1,000 value. That is a fair proposition. If
the farmer paid 6d. in the pound on land of
a value of £1,000 it would not amount to
much, compared with what he pays in
freights to get his products to market.

Mr. Johnston: The tax should beI more
than the land rent.

Mr. LUTEY: Taxation on unimproved
values would benefit the farmers. The
opposition comes chiefly from St. George's.
terrace farmers, not from the men who are
actually engaged on the soil.

Mr. Pickering: Yot, would not say that
those who attended the conference were St.
George 's-terrace farmersi

Mr. LTJTEY : A large number are
interested in the . farming industry,
and strings can he pulled, and I be-
lieve were pulled, for mouths beforehand,
in order to get annulled the -prim-

ceiple which had been affirmed by theI
farmers and settlers at their previous con-
ference. 'I have been informed that the land
monopolists in the city were particularly
keen that the farmers and settlers should re-
seind the resolution in faour of this form
of taxation. They realised that they them-
selves were the people who would be hit by
such taxation, not the genuine farmer who
uses his land and does not hold it for specu-
lative purposes. I have been asked by the
party Whip to cut.my remarks as short as
possible, but there are just one or two other
matters to which I wish to refer. We have
complained for years about the charge for
meter rents, and it is time the people on the
goldields who have been paying this tax
since the inception of the water scheme,
were relieved from it. True, the Minister
allows excess water to an equivalent
amount. i know of people in receipt of
pensions who have to pay this meter rent.
One is a widow with eight children rebeiv-
ing assistance from the State Oharities De-
partment. Such people at any rate should
be relieved from what is recognised as an
unjust charge.

The, Minister for Works: Why not bring
those particular caises before meia

Mr. LTJTEY: I1 could bring a number of
them before the Minister. If he will tell me
that people in receipt of charity through no
fauilt of their owna--

The Minister for Works: I will Inquire
into every case, but I cannot act on ny ex
parte statement.

Mr. LTJTEY: The member for Katanning
(Aix. Thomson) referred to the progress of
aviation. It will not be many years before
this form of transport wsill be popular in
Western Australia.

The M~inister for 'Works: Rave not you
formed a union for the employees yet9

Air. LUTEY: No, but I have been think-
ing that probably Brearlay or someone else
will be wanting to monopolis the air. Ac-
cording to a staitement recently maale by Mr.
Churchill, the Allies had taken over .18,000

.aeroplanes from Germany, and had destroyed
a large number of them. He said that Eng-
land had built 300 new aeroplanes while
Germany was building 60. I cannot see ay
reason why the State Government should not
apply for same of these aeroplanes for use
in Western Australia. Numbers of our
soldiers made namres for tbemnselves as avia-
tors, and I believe it would be easy to get
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,some of these mnachines and give our men a.
thance to earn a livelihood. It would be of
imm~ense advantage to the State if we 'could
pr:ovide facilities of this description to bridge
the space between the settled areas and the
remote parts of the State. For a consider-
able time past we have beard it nimoured
that there is to be a Federal convention.
If such a convention is held I hope that the
representatives of 'Western Australia will
be elected by the people instead of by
Parliament.

Mr. Underwood: You hare no confidence
in Parliament.
I Mr. IiUTEY: I certainly think that, with

the general elections coming off in a few
months' time, the representatives of Western
Australia at the Federal convention should
be elected by the people.

Mr.- MULLsAIPY (Menzies) [7.47]: It is
net surprising -to me that thie speech de-
livered by His Excellency contains very little.
As'n matter of fact, I have failed to notice
any difference whatever betwecen His Excel-
lency 's speech and tkoser delivered by his

-predecessors. TIhe Governor's speech is used
by the Government of the day in an en-
deavour to impress Parliament and the people
-of the State with the belief that the ad-
ministration is in safe hands, and that no,

-change is desirable, I-on. members do not
n'eed renminding that. His Excellency is in no
way responsible f6r the compilation of the
Spechb with which Parliament is opened, but
-is merely the mouthpiece of Ministers. The
genieral public, perhaps, are not so well aware
of this.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I think they know
pretty nell.-

Mr. ]MULLAWY: The outstanding feature
of the Speech is the impression it gives that,
notwithstanding we are told we have stable
administration, and that confidence has been
.restored to the people; yet the annual deficit
is still there, and has been increased dui-ing
tlie-past 1.2 months to a greater extent than
in any previous 12 months. Other members,
-possibly more eompete'nt than Ihae criti-
cised the Government and pointed ont that
the deficit is continually growing. I do not
intend to go into detail, but the Minister
for Mines, as chief spokesman for the Gov-
ernment, has endeavoured to explain the
reasons for the drift during the past 12
months. To a large extent he was on sound
ground when be -pointed out that the loss
on- the railwari was largely due to increased
wages under an award of the Arbitration
Court. Hle tonched upon a point to which
the general public do not pay sufficient atten-
tion when he said that the largely increased
cost of- commnodities affects the administration
of the State as a whole in much the same
way as it affects all of us in our own house-
holds. Whilst agreeing with the -Minister
for Mines on that point; I think he failed
to prove to the satisfaction of members that
doe care and thought has been given to,
and sufficient cheek kept upon, the expendi-

tare ia the various departments. .On the
contrary, I think the Minister's speech proved
that on almost every occasion the Govern-
ment are prepared to accept the decision "of
the heads of departments as to what expendi-
ture is necessary.

The Minister for Works: Oh dear, no.
Mr. IIIULLANY: At all events that is my

opinion. While, responsible Ministers are
prepared to accept the decision of' depart-
mental beads in matters- of expenditure, the
deficit will always be with us, and the rev-
enue will never meet the expenditure. I am,-
not speaking in any carping spirit, nor do
I suggest the existence of anything dlisbon-
ourable, hut I think the replies given by the
Minister for Railways to questions asked by
the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson) concern-
ing the acquiring of a printing machine from
the "Sunday Times"' Company eight years
ago, and its recent disposal, clearly proved
that Ministers are not keeping sufficient cheek
on matters of this sort. The member for Oue
asked what price had been paid for the Hoe
printing machine, and for what sum it had
been sold; and- the Minister replied that the
innchine had been acquired from the " Sun-
day Times" Company by the Railway De-
partmient in 1912 at a cost of £5,800 and had
recently been resold tb the same company
for £E500. There is too great a discrepancy
between those figures. The Minister, ho lding
out the file, declared that no memnber of the
Cabinet had know n nnythiu about the sale
of the ,machine to the "Sunday Times"
Company until the transaction was com-
pleted. I say that Ministers should have
known all about it. I% am not suggesting
that there is anything wrong in the trans-
action. At the same time how did this huge
discrepancy occur? We know that the cost
of all commodities, particularly machinery,
has increased enormously during the past
eight years.

The Minister for Works: By pretty well
100 per cent.

Mr. MULLAjNY: Has this deal been fair
to the State? Either far too much was paid
for the machine when it was taken over, or,
alternatively, it' was resold to the company
at far too low a price.

The Minister for 'Works: The 'machine is
obsolete.

Hini. W. C. Angwin: f do not think it is
obsolete.

Mr. MULLANY: 'The Minister for Bail-
wlays explained that advertisements offering
this machine for sale were inserted in many
Wfewspapers in Australia in 1912. But he
did not tell us tbaL-any attempt had been
made to dispose of -the macblne since that
date; indeed, hie toasted tbat Ministers knew-
nothing aboift it. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways has very great powers, almost supreme
powers, in the carrying on of the business
of the railways; but as. redsonable men we
enn~t be expected to accept the theory that,

-.in the disposal of qoverninent property ac-
quired in the way this machine was acquired,
PiRe Commissioner, of Railways should be the
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solo judge. I say that Ministers should have,
known all about it. -

Hon. P. Collier: The fact that the Corn-
mnissioner afterwards submitted the transac-
titu for the approval of the Minister shows
that the MYinister'a approval was necessary.

Mr. MULLANY: I an' miaking no charges,
against anyone, but I say that if depart-
mental beads are to be permitted to deal
,with the property of the people of tihe State,
the deficit will asimays be wvith us. ML ost
nienubers have read the poem entitled "4The
Man with the Hoe." Some years ago a
prominent Amnerican artist painted a picture
illustrating the subject of that poem'. I be-
]ieve the original picture was destroyed in
the earthquake at San Francisco. Many
members of this Assembly have seen repro-
ductions of that picture, and know that in
the countenance of the only figure in the
pic ture, tile ina holding the hoc, all the
worries and mniseries of the -world are con-
centrated. But I think that if the artist
who painted that picture were asked to paint
another picture, one illustratinig tho feelings
of the luau who noxv has possession of that
Hoe machine, lie would land a very different
expression to the countenance.

Mr. Johnston: It is thea taxvpayer who will
wear the look of woe and misery.

Mr, M-ULLANY: I do not know whether,
the mnember for Cue is satisfied with the re-
ply he has received; butt,- without making
ant charge agaiiist anybody-, I certainly

*think this matter should be further inquired
into so that the House and the country may
have some idea of how the administration
of public affairs is tarried on. The diserep-
aiicy is too great hetween £5,300 fur a
mnachine eighit years ago, and £6700 fur the
samue machine to-day.

-Mr. Teesdale. The Governient offered
the mnachinie everywhere.

Mr. IULLAN-Y: I do not know whether
they dlid. Inquiry would probably disclose
that.

Mir. O'Lo~hlen: It is eight years ago since
the Goverunment offered the machine.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Foley) took- the
- Chain.]

Mr. MTJULLANY: Further inquiry is'neces-
sary to discover whether the' assessors of
eighit years ago who put the price of £5,'800
on the machine are wrung, or whether the
people are, wrong who now dispose of the.
same niachine. at the seemingly ridiculous
price of £6500, at :which, the Minister for
Railways assures us, it has been sold. Turn-
ing now to the deficit, I qonsider that the
timie has arrived when. all mnembers of this
Assembly, irrespective of party, should. face
the position fairly and squarely. To
trace the history of our present very
la rge deficit, it had its birth or
origin or start in 191.2; that is, as far
as the official figures tell us. I amu
quite prepared to admit that official figures
are not always, becurate; but, so far as nwc

can see now, the deficit started in 1912
under the adlministratioa of the present
Minister for Mines and Railways, who was
then Preinier-and Treasu rer in the Labour
Government. During the first few months
of his Premiership the lion, gentleman had
the nickname "Happy Jack"y applied to him.
LNot long afterwards, on account of the
finances continuing to go backward, the
term- 4 Gone -n:Mill ion JackPP was applied to
the thee Premier and present MXinister for
Mines and Railways. Things went on, and
in 1916 a change of Government occurred,
largely through mnibdrs then sitting in
Opposition nttae-ieg the aduministration of
the Labour Government and charging thema
with incapacity to d~ontrol the finances of
the State. The late Hoa. Franik Wilson
thiereupon took office as head of a Liberal
Ministry, hut still the deficit continued to
grow. It continued to grow. steadily nder
the administration of the Liberal Govern-
ment. Then, in 1917, owing to various
causes, among themi the strenuous times
which we were thenm experiencing .and
through which we are still passing, a
Nationalist Government came into power
with Sir Henry Lefroy as Premier. And
still, the deficit continued to grow. Last
year we had another change of Govern-
inent, when the man who had refused to
take any part in the, Nationalist Govern-
ment, who stood absolutely out because he
could not get quite all that bie desired, was-
nutde Premnier and Treasurer. - Here we are
at the stage when thme present Premier- took
office. Notwithstanding that we have in
powier the mecmbher for North hm, who we are
assured has restored the coafidenlce of the
people, thme deficit continues to grow.
It reuminds me of the old song which de-
scribed a man who had a very strong
growth of hair upon his face, and whose
whiskers continued to grow all the timue, no
miatter what he did, or how he attempted
to clip them. The deficit seems to grow
just like that ien'is whiskers' grew; and
unaless we are prepared to sit down and
think of some way out, the deficit will
enangle thme State in such a way that
eventually we shall, be overwhelmed by it.
The special point I wish to make is that
the time has gone by when any party~ capi-
tal should be made out of the condition of
our finances. In the first place we had a
true blue, if I may so term it, Labour Gdv-
ornent, under whose administration the
present deficit first appeared. Following
themn, we had what may- be termed a true
blue Liberal Governm ent; and stilt the
deficit continued to grow. Thereupon we
had the Nationalist Government under Sir
Henry Lefroyr -and the deficit continued to
grow under that administration. To-day we
have a Government under the leadership
of the member for Northamn. I do not know
quite what term of description to apply to
1-hat Government, but still the deficit con-
tinues to grow. So that, even from a party
point of view, no Crovernmeut is mnor e
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blamable than another; and we members of
this Assembly must be prepared--,

Hfon, W. 0. Angwin: NPo Government is
more blamable than another, with this ex-
ception, that one Government was refused
taxationI while another Government was
granted it.

Mr. MULLANY: That is quite so, but I
em not going to set about illustrating what
one Governmpnt did or another Govern-

. menit did. I do not think the country is
very much interested- in what one Govern-
mnent did or another Government did. The
fact that is plain to-day is that under
every form of administratioa that is con-
ceivable under the party system, under
!every change of Government that we have
been able to think of, the finances have
gone back and are still -going back. We
have arrived at a stage when party should
no longer come in, when we "must face the
position and endeavour to find a way out of
the State's financial1 difficulties. So far as
this debate has proceeded, there has not
been very much criticism .even from the
'Opposition benches, and certainly there has
been no undue criticism;' of the action of
the Government With -regard to the financ-
ing of the deficit. But, as a sort of inter-
lude 'to the Address-in-reply debate, the
leader of the Opposition, upon the iecond
reading of the Supply Bill which was in-
trodluced by the Premier, took what is, at
ill events in my experience of this Cham-
ber, the somewhat unusual course of dis-
eussiag that Supply Bill at considerable
length. He was perfectly justified in doing
so, absolutely within his rights in doing so.
But the point *of the criticism which the
leadir of the Opposition directed at the
present Government was that he had some
doubt whether the House should grant the
supply asked for, in view of the fact that
the Government had extended a State trad-
ing concern and for that purpose had spenat
money without the authority of Parliament.
The leader of the'Opposition knows per-
fectly well that the Labour Government of
which he was a member did- exactly the
same thing. But the special point which
the bion, gentleman endeavoured to make
was that the Labou r Government had been
very severely, and perhaps unfairly, criti-
cised for their unauthorised expenditize.
Hle sought, and as I think successfully, to
convict the pyesent Government of incon-
sistency inasmuch as they had done the
very thing for which they, when sitting in
Opposition, had condemned the Seaddan
Government. Uip to- that point the eriti-
cisun of the leader of the Opposition was
perfectly just.. But where I think the hon.
gentleman. failed was% in that he'did not
express an opinion, and so far as*- I am
aware he has not up to now expressed an
opinion, whether the action of the present
Government and also the action of the
Seaddlin Government .in appropriating
money, in one case for purchasing sawmills,
in the other case for purchasing steamers,

was constitutional or not. 'I say again that
the time has gone past when this Chamber
should be used, as it has been used for the
last eight or 10 years, simply for electioneer-
ing -purposes. It was so used by memkears
now occupying the Treasury bench, and it
is now being so used by those sitting in
Opposition; and the country is -suffering
at the present time,

Hen. P. Collier: That is a poor old argu-
ment. I admitted that the expenditure of
the money' was not unconstitutional. If
the hion. memuber. will read my speech in
IHansard,") he will findl that admission
there. -

Mr. MULLANY: I listened to the speech,
but I did not hear that statement.-

Hon. P. Collier: I said I did not agree
that the action was unconstitutional. I
mnerely contrastedl the two &quions.

Mr. MULLAY Y: Quite so. I did not
quite follow the hen. member in that. He
made the point that the present Government
had done exactly what they had condemned
when it waks' done by the Labour Govern-
ment.-

'Hon. P. Collier: That wats the point of'
my argument. I

Air, MULLANY' I am pleased to have
that expression of opinion frem the leader of
the Opposition.,

Hon. P. Collier: lIt is in 'Hansard.'' You
will find it there.

Mr' MUCLLANY: I am pleased to hea~r
tlhat. I must have missed that statement
while listening to the hbon. member's speech.
Turning now to -the mining industry, let me
refer to paragraph 7 of the 'Governor's
Speech. The leader of the Opposition has al-
ready criticised that paragraph, and to a cer-
tain extent I agree -with his criticism. -'The

paragraph reads--'
The position of the mining indu sty-

which has played and is playing so big a'
part in the affairs. of the State-is oc-
casioning my advisers serious considera-
tion. - Difficulties ha-ve arisen amongst
thle mines ' chiefly 'responsible for the

-- State's large gold production. The ex-
ploitation of the lowet levels ofi these
mines has been attended by increased costs
and lower values, whilst the scarcity of
labour and the shortage of and high price
of fuel are canusing anxiety. The declining
premium on gold is a factor that also has
to he taken into account. These matters
are receiving the httention of the' Gov-
ernment with a view to ascertaining what-
steps may -be taken towards keeping down
thes costs of the requirements of this and
other industries.

I want to knoW whether that paragraph con-
veys all that we are going to get to assist the
mining industry! . The paragraph tells us
that "the positio-n of the mining industry is
occasioning ]ny advisers serious considera-
tion;"1 'Why, I remember perfectly well that
wve-other members -and myself-as far
b)ack as three years ago, did our pltmost
to point out to the Government then
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in Power the serious position of the
mining industry of this State. We pointed
out then that the extremely high cost of corn-
mnodities was hampering the great industry
which has done so much for Western Aus-
tralia, We have it in the Governor's Speech
that the position is causing his ad-visers seri-
ous consideration. Have we not got to the
stage when the country shiould be told what
the Government propose to do to get over
this miost serioiis state of affairs? Have the
Governnient really given the matter any
consideration, or is it simply a platitude in
the Speechl I regret that the Minister for
M ines had not something to say, when ad-
dressing the House, as to the nature of this
serious con sideraton6 Upon what lines are
the Government considering, and what do
they intend to do to assist the gold mining
industry! T do not agree with the conten-
tion of the leader of the Opposition and the
member for Hannans (M,%r. Munsie), who
have taken the view that this particular
paragraph in the Speech has simply been put
there to influence the judge in the Arbitra-
tion Court in a case that is now coming on.
That was a narrow-minded and petty sort of
view to take, and one that is certainly not
worthy of the leader of the Opposition. That
the position is serious there can be no doubt.
I would tell the Government that bot for the
premi um on gold, the price of which was
fixed for so long at, I think £4 2 s. 6id, an
ounce, and is now £5 1s. according to the
latest reports, gold -mining would prctic-
ally cease in this State. There is, indeed,
no guarantee that this increase in the price
of gold will continue to hold good. Something
very much more than this platitude, that the
position is giving the Administrators of the
Stats serious consideration, is needed.

Hon. P. Collier: It is worrying the Min-
ister for Mines very much, I am sure.

Mr. MTJLLANY: We want something
more than that if the gold mrining industry
is to be kept going. We have had references
to the developments at the newv goldfield at
Mt. Monger. I1 have no idea as to the valne of
this field. It is some 30 miles east of Sal-
goorlie. In April last the Minister for
Mines took a flying visit to the field, and was
there twvo days in all. lHe visited Kalgoorlie,
as well as the new find at Hampton Plains
and Mlt. M~onger during those two days. He
returnd to Perth, anid 'we saw his rcpari pub-
lished in the ''West Australian.'' The re-
port was hsa'led, ''GoldI mining,'' ''The new
fields,"' ''Minister for -Mines impressed,''
"Mont M-%onger the best outside Kalgoor-
lie,"' This report w-as given after a two
days' visit to those extensive fields which are
now being prospectd and which the lease-
holders are endeavoniring to open up.

Hon. P. Collier: lie was at Mt. Monger
for about two hours.

'Mr. IMITLLAXY: His whole trip only
occupied two days- He visited Hampton
plains and all round those fields on
that occasion. A gentleman holding such an
etremely responsible position as that ip
Minister for Mines should bare had at better

grasp of the position, as it existed there, than
to have expressed any opinion as to whether
it was the best or the worst field outside Xal-
goorlie. The sequel to that the Mfinister
should hare foreseen. As a result of his
statement cables were sent to England.

Han. W. C. Augwin: I was there at the
time.

'Mr. _IULLANY: The name of the Min-
ister for Mlines was used there to boom this
new Mt. '.\onger goldfield. Whether that was
right or wrong, time alone will show. This
is -what the ''West Anstralian'" reports as
having beeni said by the 'Minister:-

Speaking of his visit, the Minister said.
yesterday that the general feeling in Kal-
goorlie was thiat there was to be an era of
progress within a radius of from 50 to
100 miles of lKalgoorlie. That was due in
his opinion in no small measure to the new
method of prospecting. MHost of the fields
had beenm worked before, but fortunately
for those at present engaged on the Mooes
the work had been largely confined to the
leaders and. not to the lode. " As to the
Mt1. Monger field,'I' the M1inister continued,
''it certainly looks the best thing I have
seen outside Kalgoorlie, and impressed me
very much regarding its possibilities. The
developments, of course, are insufficient to
permit one to express a definite opinion,
hut from instances of where holes have
been sunk in the lodes, and from appear.
anees onl the snfsee, to that extent, at
least, it seems to present the best prospect
of anything outside Kalgoorlie."'

These remarks were boomned by those who
iiere interested, not only in the development
of legitimate shows at M't. Monger, but by
those who were interested in outside blocks,
in the ;vsy of trying to induce the general
public to invest and speculate' in the Mit.
Monger field.

lion. P. Collier: That was to be expected
after a statement like that.

Mir. 'MULLANY: There is no qnestion
about that. This, however, did not suit those
who were playing the same game at Hamp-
ton Plains. They took umbrage at the boom-
ing of another field on the part of the MNin-
ister,' and they proceedaed to get to work. A
few (lays afterwards we saw in the ''West
Australian" the following: - "MNining
news,' ''" MeCahon 's Great Hope,'' "Met-
hourne investors abandon option,'' ''A sen-
sational -cablegram,' '' "Kalgoorlie, April
26Ot.'" The article under these headings
contains the following:-

The option held by M-Nesar's. William Orr,
Gordon Lyon, and other Melbourne inves-
tors. on MeCahon 'a Great Hope lease at
Mt. Monger has been abandoned. This is
the mine spoken of so highly by the Mid-
ister for Alines (Mr. J. Searldan) in a re-
cent interview, and which, it is stated, was
featured with the Lass o' Gowrie in a sen-
sational cablegram published by W.e au-
thority of the State Government in the
London Press a week ago. The values dis-
closed by the sampling of the option-hold-
ers' representatives were much below those
hinted at by Mr. Seaddan. In fact, where
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ounces were supposed to be in abundance
only a few diets. were obtained.

-Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier sent a
cable Home counteracting the effect of that.

Mr. MUIILAINT: 1 amn not concerned
about the effect. I want to deal with what
actually occurred in this State, and especi-.
ally at Mv~t. Monger. Evidently, when the
Minister for Mines saw what a storm these
indiscreet remarks of his had raised, he be-
came panic stricken. He thought to himself,
he would have to get out of this somehow,
and he would have a sampling of the Mt.
Monger field. This accordingly was done.
The -Assistant Geologist, Mr. Blatchford,
-was seat up to sample the field. I hap-
pened to be at Mt. Monger at the time. Ac-
comnpanying Mir. Blntcbiford -was the Chief
Mining Inspector of Kalgoorlie, Mr. Green-
au-d, another inspector, Mr. Gourley, and an-
other Inspector, Mr. Phoenix. They were
'sent out to sample whatever pothole they
could find at 'Mt. Monger in these early
stages of its development, notwithstanding
that the Minister in the interview in Perth
ba~d said that the developments there were so
small, and that so little had been done, that
no one could express a definite opinion as to
the value. As one who has had considerable
experience in prospecting, sampling and min-

-ing generally, I felt sorry that these depart-
mental officers were sent up on such an er-
rand. It is not fair to the officials to ask
them to sample a series of potholes, covering
two or three miles of country, and make a
report Upon the field generally.

lion. P. Collier: And of course we got no
results.

Mr. MTLILANY: That is so.
Hion. P. Collier: We could not expect any.
Mr. MULL ANY: We did get a report of

a certain character and I have it here. It
says, ''Mining development,'' ''Result of
Government sampling,"I " Mt. Monger
-values,'' ''No present sign ofo:continuity.''
That is the gist of the report, which also
-contains a long, string of geological terms of
no practical value to the everyday prospector,
let alone to the 'person who has no mining
knowledge whatever. How could these offi-
cers expect to see any sins of continuity
when the deepest shaft the were sampling
was S0ft, in depth. We have the sequel to
that published in the "Daily News0' to-
day-

''Lass o' Cori. A Mt. Monger cor-
respondent of the ''Kalgoorlie Miner''
'writes: Developments on the Lass o7
Cowrie G.M. have been watched with con-
siderable interest for some time. Obri-

*ously the policy adopted by the manage-
mnent, in the face of unwarranted adverse
criticism, has been to allow development
work to prove, on its merits, the continuity
at depth of the gold 'deposits located on
the surface. The Assistant Vining En-

-gineer 's official ''opinion'" that the gold
would not live down caused incalculable
injury to the young field of Mt. Monger.

*Geological reports of this character when
proved to be erroneous should be subjected

to the severest censure, and the official re-
sponsible for such a forecast on a budding
goldfield should be relieved of nil the re-
sponsibility of reporting upon any future
gold finds in the State.

-Hon. P. Collier: That is foolish., lIt is not
the fault of the officials. '

Mr. MTJLLA JY: That is so. This goes on
to give the details of development work at
sowet~ing over 100 feet. I do not intend to
read those details to the House. When I was
readinig from this article that the official re-
sponsible for such a report should be eon--
cured I beard the Minister for Works say
''Hear, hear.'' The Minister rcsponsible for
sending these officials to sample the field
under such conditions is the man who should
be censored, and the man who is wholly and
solely to blame, if blame is attachable to
anyone.

The Minister for Works: I misunderstood
you.

Mr. MULDANY: He is trying to find a
way out.

Mr. fluff: He'was hot there long enough.
Hr. MTJLLANY: No man with apractical

knowledge of mniing, and possessing practi-.
cal common sense, would come to Perth and
make such a statement as the Minister, for
Mines made on that occasion. I do not alto--
gether agree that a great amount of injury
has been done to the mining industry there.
If the gold is there those people have suffi-
cient grip and perseverance, to be able to get
it out. Blame should not be, attached to
these departmentall officials, and the Minister
should never have made the statements he
did, which led up to these men being Sent
there to do impossible jobs. They baa no
chance of doing their work properly because
the flehl was quite undeveloped. I feel sorry
for thoen, for they are practical men and
should never have been sent out upon such
a task.

-The Minister for Works: I did not say
they- should be censured I said they would
not inspect my gold mine.

Mr. MULLANY: 1 will put i an appli-
cation for the job of, mining. expert, myself.
The great question now largely exercising
the public 'mind is that of industrial tiniest,
and there can be no doubt that it exists. We
have heard members on both sides of the
House offering solutions. I was sorry to
hear the leader of the Opposition make the
statement that the interests of employer and
employee must always clash.

Mr, Pickering: Under existing conditions.
Mr, MtILL4NY: Under existing or other

conditions. I agree with the leader of the
Opposition in this view, that the direct in-
terests of the employer and the employee in
a particular industry nmust, clash to this
extent, that the employer wants to get all
that he possibly can get out of the employee,
and on the other hand the employee wants
to get, and he is entitled to get, all he can,
for the labour which he sells to his em-
ployer. To that extent the interests of both
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Parties will clash, but we must all agree
that there are wider interests. Take, for in
stance, Kalgoorlie or Boulder, or any mining
town on the goldflelds. There are Then in
those towns who have been employed in the
surrounding mines for many yiars past.
Those men have their homes in the towns.

Hon. P. Collier: They have their praves
there, too.

Mr. MflLLANNY: They have, unfortun-
ately. I know the disabilities they are lab.
oring finder, but whilst the industry is
going to he continued, there is no clash in
the interests of the employer and employee
in this- way, that whilst the employer's in-
terest is that he wants the man to
continue producing profits for himself,
the employee has his interests there,
he has his home and his family thereIand if the mine should close down
the interests of both the , employer and the
employee are lost. There is also to he con-
sidered the viewpoint of the prosperity of
the States. Both employer and employee have
an equal interest there. Notwithstanding
that a mn is selling his labour dad whilst
interests clash just there, they have the
wider interest in common. The Arbitration
Court has been very much criticised, and
perhaps rightly so.

Mr. Davies: The Arbitration Act.
Mr. MTJLLAN\Y± Anid the Arbitration Act.

It is said that the Actr is out of date. I re-
member when amendments were brought f or-
ward in 1912'the Act was claimed to be the
most up to date, and effective in the world.
But even at that time the constitution of the
court was criticised by Labour members sup-
porting the Seaddan Government, They held
the view that a judge of the Supreme Court
was not necessarily the best fitted person to
occupy -the position of president of the court.
That obtaias to-day. I do not think that a
judge is the only person capable of carrying
out the duties of president of the court.
Further than that, I believe that the system
uihder which employers and employees -have

the right to nominate each one member of
the court is also wrong. The Arbitration
Court, to my mind, should be the same as any
other court. To-day we have a judge as
president and two par itisans sitting -with him.
I am malling no reflection upon the repro-
sentatives of the 'employers or the employees
who sit on that court. The gentlemen who
have filled-the positions in recent years were
fully qualified to do so; but hon. nmembers
will agree that the president of the Arbitra-
tion Court from his very training and en-
vironment right through life cannot be ex-
peted to go into the -details of industrial
grievances which exist. He iy be table to
judge the value of evidence, but he cannot
get dlown to detail, and he has no one to
whom he can go for advice. I venture to
say that if either the representative of the
employer or the representative of the em-
ployee were to do anything that their nom-
inees disagreed with, their term as members
of the court would be cut short. The judge

is hampered because there is no one to whom
hie can go for advice, and we- come down to
this, that the -president must decide for him-
self. I believe that an amrendmnent could be
made in that direction. Discussing airbitra-
tion brings us to the question of the cost of
living and price-Aixing. It is a fallacy to
appoint price-fixing boards in Australia to
fix a fair price or say what shall be a fair
price for a commodity here, and at the sme
time claim that the producers of Australia
have a right to the world 's parity or the best
price they can get. The member for Clare-
mont (Mr. Duff) dealt with this subject
earlier this evening. He referred to wheat,
but there are other commodities thnt we
could mnention.. Let me illustrate the posi-
tion as it is to-day. We alIl know that ab-
normally high prices which are obtainable
for various commodities throughout the
world to-day are the direct result of condi-
tions arising oat of the war. Had the war
not takdn place these extremely high prices
would not be obtaining. The farmers' re-
presentatives, or sonme of them, claim that
the farmers are being robbed to a certain ex-
tent because they are not getting the world's
parity- of the wheat being used for local con-
sunnption in Australia to-day. I say they are
not being robbed. It is at least only a small
contribution towards the welfare of the come-
niuinity of -'Australia which they are making.
This should go further. We have wheat for
local consumption in Australia, and the farm-
ers are not getting within 5s. a bushel of
that which they could get if it were ex-
ported. Rut do they think* they are fully en-
titled to that? I want to put forward this
proposition: I have never been one to indulge-
in flag-flying or to use the soldier's return,
or even while he was fighting, to make a
point. But let me instance the position of-
two men, a returned Australian soldier, one
whose pre-wgr occupation was the raising of-
wheat, and kanother-this; I believe, would
be the most apt illustration-a gold miner..
These two men left on absolute equality as
Australian soldiers. They -went away- and
we cheered them for going. We told them
they were going to fight to~ keep the horrors-
of war away from Australia. Take the re-
lative position of those two men now that
they have returned and are following their-
pre-war occupations. The wheat grower is-
receiving a price for the commodity he is

producing which lie never dreamat of getting'
in pre-wair'dacys. When members of this As-
sembly went on what was termed Mr. Mit-
chell's business trip in tbe wheat areas last
September, the Premier was able to announce-
to the farmers that they would be paid -5s.
a bushel for their wheat at sidings.

lion., P. Collier: And that was met with-
cheers everywhere.,

Mr. MTUtLARY: Collectively -and indi-
vidually I have heard farmers say, "Nbw
we are going to get 5s. for our wheat at sid-
ings, we are all right. This will see us
through." So far as the farmers were con-
cerned that was all right. Contrast the,
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position of the returned soldier who was a
miner before he went to the war and who
has returned to his occupation of miming
for gold.

IMr. IFilkington: Shoulcd he not get -the
'world's parity for his gold?

Mr. MfLLANY: I do not know what he
should get, but do -not forget that the miner
.does not sell the gold, .it is the company that
-emtploys him that sells it. Without the
-shadow of a doubt, and the fact cannot be
conftraverted, that as a 'direct result of the
4conditions arising out of the war, the wheat
grower 'on returing to Australiat after fight-
ing for his country is making More Money
thin he ever dreamt of making, while the
gold miner has to return to his employment
and be satisfied with the wages he Was re-
ceiving befores he went away. The gold
miner to-day is in a conVdition perilously close
to0 starvation.

Mr. 'Eiekmott: He can go on thcrland.
Mr. MULLANY: Of course they can all

go on the land, and perhaps it would be
better. But I am just contrasting the posi-
tions 'of the two men who have returned, the
farmer and the -gold miner. Both men have
done their duty to -Australia, but the one is
getting a great deal more by 'the sale of hris
produce than he ever thought he would re-
ceive. If we are going to -have' industrial
contentment, if we.- are to have a satisfied
population in Australia, the kind of thing
which I have related cannot go on.

Mr. Hickmott: We are paying-much more
for our labour.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Mr. MULLA NY: Quite so, and the sa-me
applies to gold mining. --

Hon. P. Collier: It is being made up to
Touo.

Mr. MTitLANY: That is so, but I think
the members of the Country party will ad-
'mit that there is a good deal of justice in, lay
contention. I say they are not entitled to
get the worfld's fenll parity price for their
produce,- because it would mean that they
'wouti export the lot and starve the people
'of this State. I put this to the member for
T'ingelly (Mr. rnckmnott) as a practical
farmer. If he could get an abnormally high.

-price for the fodder which I suppose he has
-on his farm to-day, would he be farming
-on sound practical lines if he sold 'the lot
and allowed his working horses to -starve?

Mr. Pickering: No; but you must remem-
'ber what he has to pay for farming requis-
ites-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hion, member
'must address the Chair.

Mr. MULLANY: I apologis, Mr. Speaker,
but I particularly wanted to address the
'members of the Country party on this point.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
address the members of the Country party
-through the Chair.

Hon. P. Collier: Your argument does -not
seem to appeal to them.'-

Mrf. MUILAINY: In 'my enthusiasmn to
drive the point home, I had to keep mj eye
on menmbers of the Country party.

The Colonial Secretary interjected.
Mr. MJLILANY: The Colonial Secretary,

one- of the most successful farmers in the
State, has. interjected, and. perhaps I can
speak to bins and keep Wny eye on you, -Mr.
Speaker, at the same time. I would like
to isk the Colonial Secretary if theeis not
a great deal of truth in the contention I have
put forward. I *rould like to- ask the Col-
onrial Secretary, would he consider he was
farmiing on sound lines if, because of abnor-
mally high prices ruling, he sent the whole
of his - fodder to market and allowed his
horses to starve? 'The Colonial Secretary
knows he could not do -that. 'Yet he, a re-
sponsible Minister of the Crown, helping to
carry on the administration of affairs in this
State, says it would be sound because, in
th interests o~f himself and his constituents,
if they can get this increased price, which is
blood moey-that is. what it amounts to-
they are entitled to it and the other workers
may starve.

The Colonial Secretary interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. P. Collier: He does not like that.
MT. O'Loghlen: It is good 'medicine such

as he does not get as a rule.
Mvr. SPEAKER: Order!--
Mr. MULLANY: Take our mining indus--

try. Can we continue the mining industry
under these conditions? The member f or
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) stated the other

* night that, under present conditions, the men
-working'ia Kalgoorlie mut, to do j ustice
to them,, receive £1 per shift. I would like
to sde them all get £1 a shift or more,' if
the industry could stand it, but we all realise
that the mhining industry could- not carry
such an increase.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you agree that
the farmer should have £1 a shift?

Mr. SPEAKER: EHon. members must keep
order or I a= afraid some of them will be
getting a shrift.

MT. MIJILANY:, Yes, the farmer should
have £1 a shift if he could get it. I am ser-
ious on this point wjthout wishing to infer
that the farmers are unduly selfish. The
wheat-growers are rot alone concerned. We
have butter producers, or let us take an-

-other commnodity-leather. Can anyone tell
me that the cost of the production of leather
has gone up in recent- years ' in proportion
'to the increased price of that commodity?
We know perfectly well it has not. While
we have arbitration laws, . and while the
worker has to go to the Arbitration Court,
and the basis on which the court works is the
cost of living, so that the worker can keep
himself fit and able to do his work, we would
be putting no undue handicap upon the pro-
clucers if we said we were7 prepared to give
them a fair and reasonable profit on the cost
of -producing their commodity for Australian
requirements, at which price they mast sup-
ply; but that they could -get whatever was
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possible for the surplus in the outside mar-
-kets of the world.

Mr. Pickering: 'But what about the things
the farniers. have to buy!

Mr. MULLiANY: We 'have no control
over the cost of commodities which have to
be imported into *tis State.-

Mr. Johnston: What about 'locally meanu-.
-factured machinery?

Mr. MULLANY: I wish to drive home
-this point. Members talk about industrial
unrest. Can we expect anything else! Every
member of this Assembly knows perfectly
well that wages men in this State- and prob-
ably all over Australia, are receiving wages
-which do not leave a sufficient margin' of
comfort for themselves, their wives and their
families. That is the position as it exists
to-day. There is no possible donbt about
that. As miany members know, I do not ap-
prove of many of the methods-adopted by the
w orkers and the 'unions in these days in seek-
Sig to redress their grievances, but undoubt-
edly the grievances do exist. Possibly the
point to which I am referring could Dot be
effectively dealt with by the State Govern-
meat, but the Federal Government could have
done more.

-Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear I'
Mr. MULLANY: And I believe the, Prime

Minister, of Australia would have done more
if he bad been assured of the4 support of the
Country party.

-hMr. Johiiston:- Poor County party!
Mr.-MlJLLANY: The Country party have

entered politics and said they were going
to be the domninant party in politics in Aus--
tralia, and therefore they must be prepared
to'- take their share of the responsibility. I
do net wish to transgress any further, but as
a citizen of this State, one *vho has lived here
for 2,4 years, I wish to amphrsise that we are
not going to get stable industrial cenditions
in Australia whidle we admit world's parity

-prices for commodities purchased in Aus-
tralia. Th ,at is the whole point. The price-
fixing commissions are a farce. As the mem-
ber for Pilbara. pointed out, there never was
a timec whenfthe producer in Australia got a
bigger percentage over the cost of bis: coul'
niodity than he is getting to-day. What is
the use of appointing price-fixing 6ommis-
sions 'in Perth, in Melbourne or anywhere
else, When they are5 not allowed to work on
the cost of producing the conmmodity? 'What
is the use of saying that men ini Perth most
sell wheat at-7s. 9d. a bushel, or meat at 6d.
per lb., -whatever might beL a fair and rea-
son able price based on the cost of produc-
tion, if someonec else can come along and,
taking advantage 6f abnormal conditions ex-
isting elsenhere, offer 2d- or 3d. per bushel
or par lb. more for the commiodity and export
it instead of it being made available for
local consumption! We wish to see, our
people well fed sidf well clothed. If we are
going to take as a basis for prices here the
world's parity for commo'dities -produced in
Anstralia, it is most unfair, and the farmers'
representatives are taking a very short-
sighted view, if they think they axe going to

collect, these enhanced prices, and at the sdme
time enjoy industrial stability and content,

Mr. Johnston: What basis would you sub-
stitutel
- Mr. MVULLAANY If the world'Is price
fell below the cost of producing the coli-
iodity in Australia, I think we should be
prepared to guarantee that the quantity re-
quired -for the conasption of Australia
would pay a -fair and -reasonable profit on the
cost of production. The Colonial Secretary,
like everyone else, desires to see stable con-
ditions, so that- we can all settle down to our
-work, but we cannot expect to get stability
while our producers attempt to charge
world's parity prices for. commodities which
the workers of this State are producing and
which they must have in order to subsist,

Mr. ROCRE (South Fremantle) [8.56]: .1.
amn not- able. to discover why the dominant
note of this debate should -be one of hope-
lessness, It appears to me that if the view
taken. from within Parlianient is one of hope-
lessness, it cannot help the people outside
who are responsible for bringing the State
out of the difliculty in which we find it to-
day. It must reflect upon them and they
will receive no inspiration.- I believe, how-
ever, that if we accept the view of the
economic conditions of this State as they
exist, and take into consideration that this
State is one of vast area and in need of very
careful adinistration, we might look for-.
ward to the future as one full not of des-
pondency but of hope. I believe in this
State and I believe that it is going to be one
of the finest States of the Commonxwealth,
but I am not able to see. that development
as it should 'take place can be accomplished
by showing a credit on 'the right side of the
ledger nifl the time. Like governmental
operations, criticism is apt to follow along a
defined track which quickly becomes a rut.
-To my mind the failure of Governments, as
of individuals, is due to the inability to take
a broad' view of a public question as it arises.
If we take note of the adrninistfiation by
various Ministers representing various G3ov-
ernmnts, -we will find that very much Atten-
tion is paid to matters of comparajtively small
iinportance, while matters of greater >im-
portance arc somietimues given considetntion
-which is lacking both in sincerity and ability.
As proof of what I have just said, we might
throw burt minds back over the space 0 of a
few years and try to ascertain. what really
has been done. The conditions of to-day, as
has been pointed out many times during this
debate, are due to circumstances over which
the genperal -public. have no control. These
are circumstances which have arisen oat of
Thu ecoabici conditions, which are influenc-
ig not only this -part of the continent of
Australia hut the whole world in general. For
instance, there is the depreciation of the cur-
rency, over which we have no ciontrol. But
-there are factors assisting in the opposite
direction to that in which we would have
events trend. One of these, and.- not the

"0



[26~~ AUUT-9O ~ I 331

least, is the fact that pebple deal largely in.
non-essentials, and thus play into the hands
of the Profiteers. Many things which are not
essential could be done without, and because
we do not do without them we create a flow
of money which enlarges and consequently
cheapens the amount in circulation, and the
more plentiful it is, the less will it buy.
Stress has been laid on the position of the
railways, and as-a remedy taxation on unim,-
proved land, values has been proposed. I
believe in that taxation, but I am not able
to see how it is possible to prevent the
owners of city properties from passing .the
tax on. If this tax could be applied so that
it would bring into productive occupation
land which now lies idle, the problem of the
railways would be partially solved. Some
econofiists say that a land tax cannot be
passed onl, but for my part I cannot see why.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It has-been passed
On.

Mr. ROOKS.: I think the-problemt of the
railways was lost sight of a few years ' ago
when the electric power house was estab-
lished at East Perth. That plant should have,
been established at the Collie coaields. The
loss of current along the journey would,' be
more than outweighed by the loss we have
i the cost of haulage, and the very great

loss to the industry by the dehydration of
the coal.

Hon,. P. Collier: That question was care-
fully investigated, and the authorities were
against your contention.

Mr. ROOKE: I believe the leader of the
Opposition is right in saying that it was
considered, but unless my memory is as fault
the contract was signed before the report
was considered.

Hon. P. Collier: No, we investigatdd the
'question, and got all the advice we could
beifore action was taken.

Mr. ROCKE: I am glad to hear that, hut
I am still of opinion that had a large dis-
tributing station been established at the
pit's mouth, *e should have been very much
advanced in respect of the railways, be-
cause we could have electrified the whole of
the metropolitan-suburban system.

Hon. P. Collier: We have power now -to
electrify the system right up to Chidlow 's
win.

Mr. ROCKE: I am pleased to hear it, be-
cause the electrificationt of the suburban
railways in Melbourne is proving a kreat
success, and it would be even a greater suc-
cess here, because - the Collie coal industry
would beneft considerably.

Mr. Pilkington: The hnly cheaper ystem
in tbg world is, I think, thkt in Sydny.

fEan. P. Colugar. And as consumption in.
cheaper, our systemi will become cheaper still.

Mr. ROOKE: Ministaes in charge of de-
partments are to a large extent dependent
for advice and direction on the permanent
heads. Take the matter of the steamer
'' Penguin," which was brought uinder notice
in this Chamber, in a previo 'us session. She
was converted into a trawler. Unfortu-

nately shte was sent south and was lost. T
am sorry she was lost so quickly, because I
would rather have had my original conten-
tion proved in another manner. I contended
that the ship was not suitable for the work
she was sent to dto although over E3,000
was spent in reconditioning her.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Was she insuredl?
Mr. ROCKE: I do not know. When I

mentioned the matter last Session, the Co-
Inial Secretary said there was no intention
of sending the boat south, that she was to
go north into smooth water. However, she
was sent south to her doom in trying to ac-
complish a task for which she was not
suited. We have a reformatory prison es-
tablished at. Rottnest in accordance with the
Act passed last session. The intention of
the Legislature was that mien -who bad be-
come inmates- of the Fremantle prison and
classed as criminals should be given an .op-
portunity f or working out their own salva-
tion in circumstances which would be helpful
to them. I do not know how much money
has been spent at Rottmcat, but the total re-
sult is that men are- sent there to be taught
bow to quarry stone. That is not going to
elevate any 'nan. In New Zealand they are
introducing the Borstal system,. under which
men are sent into country districts to be
taught farming, so that they may see some
result for their work. To send men to Rott-
ntest to teach them to quarry stone is reduc-
ing a very great reformn to a paltry farce.
Now let me give -am instance in which ex-
penditurve is attacked in a way which brings
suffering to indigent people without materi-
ally helping us out of our financial diffi-
culties. A little time ago a Mr. Simpson
was appointed business manager to inquire
into departmuehtal operations. One of his
first acts towards squaring the ledger was to
go to rremantle mid cut off the bread and
meat supplies of indigent aged people in re-
ceipt of Commonwealth or invalid pensions.
The pension amounts to about 15s. per week.
The Colonial Secretary, in reply to questions
,asked the week before last, informed the
1-ouse that this was a result of the activi-
ties of Mr. Simpson. Mr. Simpson has thus
proved himself a man incapable of human
feelings and absolutely Unsuited for the
position to whieh he has been appointed.
The issue of extras, such as milk and jam,
to widows with little children has - been
stopped. It is one of the cruellest things I
bare ever heard of. One woman was t old
that she was too well-dressed to require 'as-
sistancee. When I inquired into the facts of
the ease I found that she was a very re-
spectable woman who lost her husbsiid soe
years ago and has since' struggled to keep
her little home together and take great care
of her two small children, thus making of
them good citizens. Her being well dr6sned
wag brought about, in this fly: She told me
she had, a serge frock which she bad worn
for eight years. Being handy with the
needle she bad pulled it to pieces,..turned it
and rebuilt it, and so was able to appear on
the street, and at the police court for her
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dole of chearity, in respectable garb. Hand
that woman wasted her money around the
hotels and neglected her home and little
children, she would have been considered a
fit aud. proper person for assistance from the
Government. On the 11th of this month the
Colonial Secretary, replying to a question
by me, said that no charge was made at the
Fremantle hospital for the -medical certifi-
cates which are now demanded before peo-
ple can obtain Government relief.

Ron. W. C. Achgwin: That demand by. the
department is a ridiculous one.

LMr. ROOIKE: 'It is, but I am told that it
is enforced. The Colonial Secretary said be
had been in communication with -Dr. Stubbs,
who said that no suech charge lied been
mnade. -1 have here a swornt decldretion made
by the women in question and dated -noon
Tuesday of this week, in which she declares
that Dr. Stubbs at the Fremantle hospital
told her that the charge of 2s, 6d. was pay-
able to him for a medical certificate which
was necessary to enable her to obtain assist-
ance fromn the Government on account of the
ill health of her husband. This declaration
is sworn to by a woman thoroughly convers-
iint with the penalities attached to the making
of a false statement. The first certificate
that women secured was prior to the strike.
Up to the time of the public service strike
she received ?4s. She then received a letter,
dated the 1.5th August, which reads as fol-
lows: -

Kin ,dly call at the court house,'- Fre-
mantle, on Tuesday -afternoon---

That was last Tuestlay. The letter continues-
between 2 o'clock and-30' o'clock for a
further payment of 32s. The medical
c~ertificate from Dr. Williams h~as been
received and-your case is now forwarded
to the Colonial Secretary for approval.

Uip to 12 O'clock oin Tuesday of this week. no
money 4ad -'come forward, although this
letter was written on the 16th of thii
month. I do not think the Charities De-
partinent is entirely to blame in this mat-
ter; I believe that- on inquiry the fault will
be found in the Treasury Department,
where very much delay is caused in the
sending out of cheques to people who are
sadly in need. Four certificates have been
sent. and this was the. response: Twenty-
f our shillings before the strike and nothing
since, or at all events not until after Tues-
day of this week. The woman has three
children, her husband is an in-valid suffer-
ing from heart stran and lung trouble, and
is subject to fits. I understand that, last
Monday, Dr. Williams issued a certificate
to corer three months. So it wilt be seen
that very much attention is being paid to
these matters which are small to the Gov-
ernment but which really mean a great dleal
to those people who are suffering. The
Colonial Secretary said that it was possible
for these aged persons to apply to one 6
the two homes for admission if they were
not able to obtain sufficient food withi their
pensions. -But I would like to ask - any
Mfinister, or any member of this Chamber,

whether it is likely that any person would
Yield up his home, "be it ever so humble,"3
if he was able to obtain a crust of bread.
Would anyone, if he was able to avoid it,
enter a Government inistitutioul I say, no.
Everyone adheres to his own home as long
as he possibly caii, rather than enter a Goy-
erment institution. Now, if greater atten-
tion were paid to departmental administra-
tion, espcially in the public service, much
saving would result. I believe that *tlie
public service can be reconstructed -without
inflicting injustice on even one individual.
There are men in the service to-day who
are not receiving an adequate sn in re-
turn for the services -they render, There
are others in the service who are not giving
a fair return to the State. I think the.
puablic service sh ould b e reconstructed
from bottom to top, end so started on a
new course. It is only fair that civil ser-
vants should give to the State a proper re-
turn -for the mioney they receive. Those
who are giving a fair 'return should be paid
in accordance 'with the services they
render. It is said that production is the
means of overcoming the drift. But pro-
duction is dependent upon certain factors,-
and one of those factors is continuity of
industrial activity, which in turn is depend-
ent upon the contentment of -the producing
class. If we are going to have a contented
producinig class, which is. essential to proper
production, the -first thing necessary is to
make the line between want and -the
ability to obtaini necessaries a broader one.
For instance, if a man has to spend all his
high wages in order to obtain the nec-es-
saries of life, that is not going to make
for contentment in the producing class,
Hlow - to bring about the alteration is, I
adm~it, a problem. Our Prices Regulation
Commission cannot deal with production
which takes place outside the State. It
cannot deal with production even in the
other States of Australia. So how the posi-
tion is going to he remedied by a State
Price Fixing Commission I am unable to
say. The decision of men and women to-
day appears' to be that it is hardly worth
while to struggle through life and tecom-
plish only the staving off of starvation. A*
better distribution of the fruits of labour
is essential to the well-being of the people,
and T believe that one of the chief factiors
responsible for the- high cost of commodi-
ties to-day is the middleman. I am of
opinion that if the middleman could be
abolished we should see the pricei of coml-
modities tumbling -down. If there is any
phase of our industrial organisation to
which consideration could be given by the
Government regardless of what the political
opinions of the members of the Government
may be, it is the task of distributioir We
find -men in the distributing class, making
hu11ge fortunes. And when I speak of the
distributing class I do not mean the re-
tailer; I mean the man who stands between
the producer and the retailer, and who does
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his work entirely on paper. I recently
met in Flinders-lane, Melbourne,. men who
were makting from £150 to £200 per week
merely by buying and selling goods that
they never saw, goods upon which they
never once set eyes. At each turnover the
cost of those commodities was increased-
Dot their value, but their east. We find the
same thinkg in our. midst as regards the
buying and selling of land. Every day land
is changing hands and increasing its cost
but not its value. It fails to increase its
value, simply because nothing is produced.
.- Mr. Johnston: Some of it goes down in
price,

*Mr. ROCKS:- Very rarely nowadays.
Until land is made to produce something, it
has no right to he given an enhanced price.

The Minister for Works: How are you
going to stop it? If you -want a piece of
land and must have it, you will pay any
price for it.

Mr. ROCKS: I do not know how it is
going to be stopped. I have been merely
drawing attention to what is going on.

Mr. Teesdale: How are the seller and the
purchaser to come together if there is no
middleman, no agent?

Mr. HROCKK: If there is a seller and if
there is a buyer, the one will find the other
without the assistance of any middleman. I
always contend that the middleman renaers
a service which is superfluous.

The Minister for Works: .You consider
that the middleman is getting too much.

Mr. ROCKE: Far too much, all the cream,
from whichever angle one looks. at the mat-
ter.

The Minister for Works: But the middle-
man is absolutely necessary in some eases.

Mr. EtOCK$: I consider that the Govern-
ment ought to take over that phase of our
industrial activities. I believe it is a func-
tion that the Government could easily carry
out.

Mr. Johnston: Act as commizsiou agentst
Air. ROCKS: Call it what you like. Dur-

ing the war period it was urged that men
should be prepared to lay down their lives
for their country. After our soldiers re-
turned, the repatriation problem came along;
and now we want land on which to settle our
soldiers. High prices have had to he Paid
for that land. Now, if it was right for a
man to risk his life for his country-and I
say that it was right-it would' be equally
right for the man who stopped at home and
retained his aeyes to give so many of those
TaOes towards the scheme for the repatria-
tion of the men who made it possible for him
to hold his land. I think that is a fair -pro-
position, and although I do not know that
it has been tried by any Government I fail
t6 se& that any injustice would result from
it to any man holding land.'

The Minister for Works: Would you ap-
ply. that principle to other descriptions of
property as well?

Mr. ROCKE: No, I would not say that.
But we have so much land in Westerni Aus-

tralia that is not productive; and my sug-
gestion at least offers a means of bringing
such land into production.

Mr. Johnston: I call attention to the state
of the House.

[Dells rung, a quorum formed.]
Mr. ROCKS: Speaking of bringing landL

into productive use, I wrish to congratulate
the Government upon having purchased the
Peel estate, which for very many years has
been lying idle and almost useless. I under-
stand it is the intention of the Government
to use that land in the first place for the
purpose of repatriation, That is a scheme
which I think will prove a payable proposi-
tion from the outset. Durinr a tour I made
of that portion of the country a little time
ago, I was surprised to find that the land
was of such a high productive value. With
the construction of a light railway through
it, I believe an immediate return of
the initial cost would be assured. I am told
there is sufficient timber on the land to make
a light railway payable even* from the aspect
of firewood traffic alone; and I believe that
if ail that country were settled it would be
a means of reducing the outflow of money
from this State in the purchase of various
lines of produce. If we could stop that out--
flow by buildinag up a producing community
int our coastal areas, a step in the right
direction would have been taken, a step which
wyould assist very materially to overcome the
finaieal difficulty which now exists. Fed-
eral extravTagance has been touched on by
various speakers. Such extravagance is to
be expected in' esxisting circumstances. We
have the duplication of services, for which
the Commonwealth is entirely rasp onsible. I
am of opinion that if the various services can
be amalgamated the State is the right medium.
for rendering the service which is required.
I feel' that the Commonwealth Government,
although they are always speaking piously
against extravagance in governmental opera-
tions, are entirely responsible for the extrava -
gance that exists. If they would exercise
just a little forethought and commion sense;
the difficulty could' be overcome, and this
State, as well as the other States which are
partners in the Commonwealth, would receive
material benefit. There is one other item I
wish to touch upon, and that is the stoppage
of waste in whatever quarter it may be
found. The most serious waste in this State
is, I believe, that which is caused by the
liquor traffic. I have noticed that whenever
this subject is mentioned a smile is to be
seen upon the faces of members. But when
the question is looked upon in the light of
an economic problem, I fail to see that it is
a joking matter. Again, I fail to see that
it is a joking matter when we realise that
nearly 2% millions of money are absorbed
by that traffic, from which very little retnrn
is received except in the shape of additional
burdens to be carried and increased taxation
to be borne from that cause. I cannot see
that it is a joke when we find this traffic,
which is licensed by the Government, imapos-
ing on the people of the State an extra bur-
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den in the care of those in sickness and in
poverty, some of the poverty and the sickness
being undoubtedly caused by the liquor
traffic. And then there are the large institu-
tions which have to be kept up partly as an
effect of the same traffic. I do not think it
is a joking matter whien we realise that little
children are prevented, as an effect of this
traffic, from obtaining a fair start in life.

Mr. 0 Loghien: There is no one joking
about it to-night.

Mr. ROOKIE: The other day I went
through the Government Receiving Home and
saw the shocking sight of little children only
a few months old suffering from sy-philis,
which it is reasonable to suppose would not
have been in their systems had it not been
for the liquor traffic-a medium for the
spiead of that disease. I repeat, the traffic
is licensed by the Government; but we do not
know whether it has the sanction of the pub-
lic, and that is all I ask in this matter. I
ask that that question be put before the peo-
pie in a proper way, and that the people be
allowed to eipress their opinion as to
whether the traffic should continue or should
cease. I think that is a, fair proposition.
We have the 1911 Act, which will be put into
operation next year; but it is absolutely
useless for the purpose of ascertaining the
opinion of the people. After all, the opinion
of the people should be of paramount im-
portance, and receive every consideration.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: Do you think it is
absolutely useless?

Mr. ROOKIE: I think so.
Hon. .W. C. Angwin:- Do you not think it

is useful when it sets out whether new
licenses are to be granted or noti

Mr. ROOKIE: The Act provides that a
certain percentage of electors must attend
the poll. Those who are supporting the
traffic only have to stop away from the poll
to gain their ends. In any other question
that is put before the people those who are
either for it or against it have to attend the
poll and record their votes. In this connec-
tion we find that the opposite holds good,
that one side need only Ray away from the
poll to gain the day- I hope the Government
will be fair enough to give consideration to
this measure, and amend the Act in the dir-
ection asked for and desired by a large sec-
tion of the people. .Whether or not it is car-
ried into eff ect depends on the people. If
the people wish it to continue it must con-
tinue, hut let the people have a fair chance
of saying what shall be done in the matter.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY (Moore) (9.31]:
It is now nearly 30 years since I
entered this House. I am here now to
speak through yon, Sir, to hon. mem-
bers and not to the Country. I regret there
are not more members in the Chamber.
It would give me more pleasure-I am
sure hon. members would like to give me
pleasure-if there were more present here,
though it may not give hon. members the
same pleasure to listen to me. The Address-

in-reply is a useful means of letting off some
of the steam, which has been generated dur-
ing the recess by the fire of polities. Conse-
quently, I do not believe that the Address-
in-reply debate is a waste of time. 'We have
a greater range of subjects to traverse on
such an occasion than we have in addressing
ourselves to any other motion that comes
betfore us. We should all desire, therefore,
to retain this old-fashioned procedure. I
know that some hon. members opposite think
I am too anxious to retain old-fashioned
principles, but in my opinion this old-
f ashioned idea of discussing thinvgs gener-
ally on the 'Address-in-reply is a good one,
The first question to which the Government
devoted themselves in the Speech, which they
placed in the hands of His Excellency the
Governor, was an expression of pleasure and
or pride in the fact that His Royal High-
ness the Prince of Wales had visited Aus-
tralia. I am one of those--and I think it is
inherent in all human beings--who think we
must have something to lay hold of to keep
us together and to: keep the Empire together.
The Prince of Wales was here as heir appar-
ent to the throne of the Empire. He came to
see the people of this country, and. expressed
to them his gratitude on his departure fer
the manner in which he was received here,
The King is the symbol of our nationhood.
Belhind the King is something we cannot see,
hut something we all feel. Behind the King
is the soul of the Empire. In the past there
have been good kings and bad kings, but
still behind that symbol is something greater
and grander than that, namely, the emblem
of our Empire, and the feeling that all
humanity reqnires something which will em-
brace all and keep all together. For -that
reason wve ought to rejoice that the heir
apparent has 'been able to visit Australia.
From this subject my mind comes to dwell
upon the question of the late deplorable situ-
ation which arose in the civil service of this
State. The civil service should be alongside
the throne. They should be as much a part
of the government of the country as is the
army of the country. I was' born in the
civil service of this country, and never in
any part of the Empire have I known of a
civil service losing their prestige in the same
way that they 'have recently done in Western
Australia. f cannot believe for one moment
thlat the majority of the civil servants of
this country* were disloyal to the Government.
They wdrc led- away, and the young meon
perhaps followed those who were prepared to
rise in rebellion.

Hon. P. Collier: I think it was the young
men who were the leaders, and tbe old ones
who were following.

Ron. Sir H. B. IiE FROY; Young nibn do
not make the bbst of leaders. Hon. members
opposite know full well that it is almost as
difficult to get a civil servant out of the
service under our Public Service Act as it is
to get a sinner out of purgatory. Although
the Government arc unable, under the law
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of the land, to take direct action, and al-
though in the face of that attack they were
prevented from taking this action, members
of the civil service, who ought to be - beside
the Government at all times, took the most
deplorable step that has ever been taken by
any civil service in the Empire. I feel
ashamed of them, ashamed that they should
have taken up a position of that sort. They
ought to set a good example to the other
workers in this State, but they set a bad ex-
ample, and I hope the time will come when
they will see that they must alter their ways,
and that they must feel it is their duty to
hold to the Government just as it is
the duty, of the army to remain alongside the
Government in times of difficulty. Prom
this subject I am led on to think that we will
never have proper govrernment in this coun-
try, oi an economical government, until the
civil service are housed more closely together.
That is one of the things I always had in
mind when I occupied the position of Pre-
miler. I regiet that owing to the'exigencies
of the times I was not able to do anything
.in that direction. Our civil service and pub-
lie departments of State are scattered all
over the city. I am bound to say there are
some Ministers here who, if asked where a
certain department was, could not give the
necessary information. I asked a Minister
the other day where the Fisheries Depart-
ment was.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You would have a
job to find it even if you were told where it
was.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: I was told that
it was opposite the police station. I went
there this morning and was told that it was
-somewhere buried behind the Colonial Secre-
tary 's Department. I found it eventuall,
but am certain it would have been difficult
for any bon. member to find it unless he got
someone to Point it out to him.

lIon. W. 0. Angwin: It is in a lane at the
rear of old St. George's Ilall.

lHon. Sir H. B3. LEFROT: We w4ill n ever
have4 effective or economical government un-
less the offices of the civil service can be
brought together 'and housed in cue great
building. If that were done we should not re-
quire to have one little accountancy depart-
mnont for every tiddly-winking branch of the
service. We should be able to have one big
accountancy department dealing with all the
accounts of the public service. It would be
the means of enabling officers in the service
to do their work, without having to gravitate
all over Perth when they wanted to discuss
matters with each other.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: We had plans drawn
and estimates made out, but the House re-
jected them.

Hon. Sir H. B,: L BFROY: A lot of time is
lost by officers of the department going to
other departments to secure information they
require. An officer of the 'Water Supply De-
partment in James-street may Want to Con-
sult the Crown Law Department, and he has
to come all the way across Perth to do so.
When people come from the country to do

business with the public offices they have the
utmost difficulty in finding where they are,
If -we had all our Government officers housed
in one great building people would know
where to go in order to get the information
they required., This afternoon when I was
comiing to the Rouse I met a high official of
the Agricultural Department, who had doubt-
less been to the Works Department to get
some information. That should be unneces-
sary. There are some officers in the service
wbo, perhaps, will not be too expeditious
whcn muaking these ]ittle journeys.

Mr. Pickering: It is a temptation for
them.

Hon. Sir H. B, LEFROY -It is a bad
thing . Temptation creates character. But
these temptations are not always made use
of in that -way. I hope the time will eon's
when we will be able to do something more.
During my term of office we were paying
£95,000 a year for the rent of buildings, and
this money would have paid interest on
£E100,000.

Mr. Pickering: It would take more than
that to provide the necessary accommodation,

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: The money for
the building of the offices would not be go-
ing out of the country, hut would rcm~ih
here.

lion. W. 0, Angwn You must blame Par-
liament and not theGovernment for that.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFltOY: It would not
only remain here, but would be of great ad-
vantage in the economical management of
our public offices. Our financial position is
certainly one which warrants the gravest
auriety. I ant not one of those who consider
that we should do nothing simply because
our financial position is a difficult one. This
country cannot be developed without the ex-
penditure of money. I have often been
twitted for holding the view that production
ij, the great work this country should have
before it,' that production is the only thing
tiat can bring Western Australia into such
a position that will enable the State to
straighten its finances. There is no other
way of doing it. Every-thing should he done
to encourage production. We most have our
means of communication, so that production
may be carried on as easily as possible.
Moreover, we must endeavour to make the
country more attractive to those who have to
settle in it. The people in the country are
not satisfied to lead the, lives that they were
accustomed to lead 40 or 50 years ago. They-
require something better, and it is right that
they should do so. In these modern days aL
farmer requires more comfort, and he also
needs better means for getting about than
he did years ago.

Mr. Pickering: He wants telephones, too.
Hon. Sir H. B3. LEFROY: What I want

to se ,e is every farmer in the possession of a
motor-car.

Mr. Lutey: And a flying machine.
Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: I think the

farmuer will be quite satisfied to remain on
the earth. The motor-car would not be re-
quired for jyrding; it would be of great
use on the fa1rand would enable the owner
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to see his neighbours more frequently. Years
ago a farmer could not move' about and mi-x
with his neighbours. Mankind wants that.
Man is a gregarious amnial and likes'to get
about, and mix with his fellow beings. Con-
sequently, I would like to see the facilities
of transit increased in every possible way.
The district I represent is one of the finest
in the State, but of late years it bas been
looked upon almost as a foreikai country. I1
anm safe in saying-that the people 'on the land
in that, district, by their taxes, pay interest
on the expenditure of all the public money
in the district. I do not think any other dis-
trict in Western Australia can make a similar
boast. Ron. members talk about taxing the
land and of that being the panacea for all
ills. But let me point out that the people
who bold areas on the Midland railway line
have paid for- the enhaned value of that
land, enhanced by reason of the fact that a
railway runs through it. They have paid up
to £3 an acre for it, while in other parts of
the State it has been possible to get land for
between 10s, and ;C1 an acre. We require to
have some assistance to further develop that
part of the State. The Midland line is the
only one that runs through that part of the
country, and there are people who are grow-
ing wheat 25 miles away from it. The La-
bour Government some years ago expressed
their intention of constructing other railways,
recognising that it was not right that people
should be compelled. to farm under such big
disadvantages. Of late years a railway
running parallel with the Midland line has
been constructed into the heart of one of the
finest districts in Western Australia, and
from which district an enormous amount of
wheat can he produced. I sincerely hope
that the present Government wvill continue
the Bolgart extension, which is now in the
middle of a sandplain. The extension, if
carried out, would help considerably to make
the whole line pay. I know, however, that
this is not an isolated case. There are nunm-
hers of such instances in the State where the
settlers are in aL similar position. The hon.
member who leads the Country party repro-
seats a district many of the farmers in which
live a considerable distance from. the railway,
and he too has been anxious to see the rail-
way further extended to 'reach those people.
I hope that the hon. member will be able to
to go to those people before long and
tell them that trie construction of the
line will shortly he taken in hand. For
works of this description, however, we
must have money. But we must not close our
windows and declare that we shall not do
anything more. That would be a suicidal
policy to follow in Western Australia, I.-
admit we have a big burdea of indebtedness,
but I have great confidence in the country
end believe that if we do not continue the
policy we have followed in recent years we
shall stop progress. Unfortunately, we have
not the population we should have. I agree
with the member for North-East Fremantle
that there is a doubt as to whether people
can be induced to come from the Old Coni-
try to Western Australia. Those are the

people I1 would like to see come here as
immnigrants, and I hope they may after
all come here to help us to develop
this far-off dominion of the Empire as
it should be developed. Unless Australia
is more thickly populated than is the
case at the present time, it will be a menace
to the Empire. Surely hon. members
do not seriously advocate that when a man
is not improving his property it should be
taken fromu hint, that he should he forced to
disgorge it so that someone else might make
use of it. When we apply this to the out-
side world then it will comac home to us.
The world was not made for one section of
the people, it was made for humanity as a
whole, and there arc countries which are so
filled with people that they no longer have
the elbow room that they require. They see
a country here undeveloped and sparselly
populated which would be capable of set-
tling a hundred million people and they may
say, " IWe will force the holders of that coun-
try to disgorge it, so as to allow us to go
there and populte it with sme of our teem-
ing millions." The future of this country
depends on work and increasing our popu-
lation by immigration. To wait for that to
he brought about by a natural process Will
be dangerous. I am looking to the time when
people will be encouraged to come to this
country to help us develop it and] to fill its
waste spaces so as to- make it, instead of a
menace, a help to the Empire. The member
for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) considers that
the wheat growers should contribute some-
thing towards the- rest of the community.
Why should the men on the land be selected
for that? The community have the advan-
tage that there are people who are able to'
produce wheat with which to make 'bread,
the bread that is requiired. In some coun-
tries they cannot produce that wheat to make
the bread that ii wanted to sustain life.
Here we have it, and to say to the farmers,
whom we want to encourage, that they must
con tribute towards the maintenance of,' the
remainder of the community, is a strange
proceeding. Why', they contribute towards
the maintenance of the whole of the com-
munity. Not only do the 'farmers do that
but those engaged in the primary industries
contribute towards the support of the re-
rnainder of the communnity, and it is most
ungenerous on the part of people who live
in the townis 'to make the demand that the
farmers should supply wheat at a price be-
low the world's parity.

Hon. W. . Angwin: What is the world's
parityT

Boa. Sir H1. B. LEFROY: It is the price
of the commodity in London less the freight
and insurnce and the cost of getting it.

Hfon. W. C. Angwin: That is the London
parity; I want to 'know the world's parity.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEIFEGY: London is the
world.

Hon. 'W. C. Angwin: Wheat in London is
05s. a quarter, that is U2s. a bushel.
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Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Wheat is cheaper
here than i-n any other part of the world.
In South Africa they were buying wheat re-
cently for 25s. a bushel. In Belgium the
Government tried to induce the people to
grow wheat by offering a guarantee of 10s.
a bushel for it, but the people there found it
paid better to grow flax, and they ploughed
up the wheat and put flax in instead.

Hon. P. Collier. That is no argument. It
is not a wheat producing country.

Hon. Sir H. B . UEEROY: I see no reason
why the producers in this State should 'not
get what is obtained for the produce in the
Old Country less the cost of getting it
there.

Hon. P. Collier; What about when the
world's parity goes right down, say, to 3is. a
bushel?

Hon. Sir H. B. LEPROY: If it goes down
to 3s., the unfortunate farmer will. have to
suffer.

Hon. P. Collier: No, we guarantee him a
minimum of 5s. Gd.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: I have not
heard anything about that.

Hon. P. Collier: We are doing it. You
cannot have it both ways.

Hon. Sir H. 1B. LEFROY: Some hon. mem-
bers might argue that, when we have bad
times, the Governmrent will guarantee the
farmer a little more than he would get in the
outside markets.

Hon. P. Collier: We are doing it still.
H1 pn. $ir HT. B. LEFROY:- I do not think

that is likely7 and I think the farmner is too
wary to trust to anything of that kind.

Hon. P. Collier: If we fix a reasonable
minimumn, we are entitled to fix a maximum.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY:- One hon.
member contrasted the difference in the
position of a returned soldier who
went on the land and the position
of a returned soldier who engaged in
mining. The man. who' produced wheat
might get a good price for it and he
ought, according to the hon. member, give
something to the soldier who engaged in
mining and did not receive so much. I do
not think human nature will submit to that.
Moreover, I wonder whether the returned
soldier, -who went prospecting and made a~
good discovery and sold his mine for a very
large amount, would be prepared to band
over some of his profits for the benefit of
other returned soldiers.

Hon. P. Collier:- I think thaff was a very
shallow argument.

Hon. Sir 1111 B. LEflOY:- It is not human
nature.

Hon. P_ Collier: And not logical either.
Hon. Sir H. 8. LEFROY : I do not

think we are likely to arrive at such
a position as that. It is not my inten-
tion to detain the House at any length,
but I wished to take the opportunity
to say a few words on the Address-
in-reply, because I realise that it affords a
useful means to ventilate oar views in gen-

eral on the condition of the country. The
position of Western Australia should not
make us depressed so far as the future is
concerned. The outlook is bright. During
the time I had the, ho-nour of presiding over
the Cabinet, we were. passing through one
of the most distressful times this country
has ever experienced. As soon as the war
was overI a great change came about, and
with the cessation of hostilities came better
seasons and certainly prices have been very
considerably higher. When we remember
that the revenue of this country last year
exceeded that of the previous year by
nearly a million pounds, it surely must
show that there is somnething going on in
this State to place it on the up-grade.
Although the Government always take to
themselves thc credit for qverything of
this sot-I knew my late chief, Sir John
Forrest, used always take credit for the
good seasons-

Hon. P. Collier.: Wise Governments
always do.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Quite so. I am
not here to give credit to the Government
altogether for the fact that the revenue in-
creased by nearly a million pounds last
year. The settlement of returned soldiers,
I understand, has gone on satisfactorily.
There is a number of them in my own dis-
trict, and they are doing good work noid
settling down with vigour to their undler-
takings, and I believe they will be %ccess-
ful. But I would like to point out that
the Govermunent of which I was the head
did a lot of the spade work in cionnection
with the settlement of returned soldiers,
and got no credit for it. We did not go
about the country advertising the fact. I1
did not have a newspaper at my back to
advertise the fact.

Hon. P. Collier: That was your weak
point.

Mr. Pickering: You ought to have had a
few shares in it.

Ron. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Members might
appreciate the fact that we did a consider-
able amount of the spade work required for
the settlemnent of returned soldiers. The
point is that the soldiers were not return-
ing at that time. I made arrangements with
the Federal Government for the money re-
quired, and it is that money which is being
worked on now. I am sure we all wish the
returned soldiers every success and I be-
lieve those men who have taken to the land
have bad a training which will be most
useful in sestaining thenm through the diffi-
cult times of Pioneering On the farm, which
certainly are nothing like the hard times
they ha d in the trenches and on the battle-
fields in France and elsewhere. I am full
of hope for this country. All of us should
be full of hope. The man who has not hope
is lost. I believe that, with proper and
economical government and the proper ex-
penditure of public funds for the benefit
of and to stimulate production in this coan-

337



338 [COUJNCIL.]

try, Western Australia will before long get
out of her financial difficulties. We will, I
hope, continue to prodirce more and more
and be able to induct people to come here
by the very attractions which we will be
able to offer them, and will thnus succeed in
building up a State second to none in
Australia.

On motion by Mr. Foley debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.2 p.n
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Tuesday, 8slt August, 19f0.
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Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
f4.36j: f t is not my intention to deal with
the question of ifnanee. It is well known
that we hare a deficit of Sver four million
pounds. That in itself should be sufficient
to set bon. members thinking, and to force
the Government to do something in the direc-
tion of making the revenue and expenditure
conic more closely into line. I was struck
hy the following paragraph in H1is Excel-
lency 's opening speech-

'In common with every other country in
the civilised world Western Australia is
faced with grave problemis of reconstrue-
dion following upon the disturbances of
trade, commerce, and industry during the
war. My advisers, however, because of the
ability of the State to produce in abnn&
ance man~y of the things of which the
world is most in need, feel that the pro-
spects are encouraging and that vigour,
enterprise, and good will amongst the peo-

pie are alone necessary to replace the aME
terial losses of war and to inaugurate
period of expansion.

I agree that it is essential to have good wil
amiongst the people. During the last fiv
years we have had a world war, from whic
ire have been led to believe we issued seesk
ful. Still, it must be realised that there
not that measure of good will obtaininj
tliroughont. the country which is necessary t
'bring about the best possible results fo
Australia. We have had a number of indul
tr-ial disputes. In that we are not aloin
Throughout the civilised world there hay
been industrial disputes of great magnitud(
We in Australia are rather fortunate in hm
ing had so few of these disputes. We hay
had our strikes, even here in Western Ant
tralia; but after nil, when we take into cor
sitleration the reasons that force the worker
into revolt against the conditions under whip,
they work, we see that they are not *withou
justification. Among those reasons we hay
the heavy increases in the cost of livinj
ivhicli are in themselves sufficient to fore
the workers to demand, dot only niore mone]
but improved conditions. If the Government
of. Australia are prepared to allow pricest
continue increasing, and thereby reducin
the standard of living, it follows that th
workers, in defence of the standard they ha
attained in 1914, must' -fight for the retex
tion of that earlier achievement. We hay
cur Arbitration Court;, but I think sufficier
has been said during the last few monthst
show that, after all, those courts have nc
proved the success which, a few years agc
many of us hoped they would. Personal]
I believe in the principle of arbitration ft
the settlement of industrial disputes;.. but
.irn faced with the fact that the efforts o
the workers to get to the court have bee
combatted so forcibly by the employers thr
it has takea Months, sometimes even year,
for the workers to reach the court. Th
worker is out to retain the standard of li-
lag which he had attained in 1914. If h
were not -prepared to fight for that standar
he would not be worthy of the name of inas
Workers to-day realise that it is necessar
that they should combine in an endeavourt
bring about such a state of affairs as wi
enable-~the bread-winner and his wife an
children to live in a reasonable standard o
comfort. He must hare food end clothiss
and housing, and sufficient to enable himt
educate his children. That is what the wonl
ers are desirous of obtaining to-day. The
also realise, that they are hard put to it t
combat the actions of the profiteer in fuon
Ing uip the cost of living. That is one of ti
causes of industrial unrest, namely, the iT
creased price of necessary commodities, whic
has reduced the purchasing power of mone,
and consequently the standard of living whle
the worker has enjoyed in the past. As
result the worker is forced to take whatsve
action he deems necessary to establish hi
claims. If it is desired to bring about
better state of affairs the employers must d
something in the direction of meeting tli
wishes of the workers. It is much to be r(
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